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E PREFACE. | 


HE love of God, and of the ſouls f 
men, prevailed with me to write 
the following Treatiſe, to pay the debt 
I have long owed to my fellow creatures ; 
in entreating them to enter into their own. 
hearts, and learn Piety and Religion of 
God himſelf + who ſpeaks there by his Spi- 
rit as never man ſpoke ; who ſpeaks there 
to much better purpoſe, with clearer ei- 
dence and demonſtration than men can 
ſpeak : that their faith might not ſtand in 
the wiſdom of men, but in the power of 
177 In 
Which is the only remedy, as J appre- 
hend, for reſtoring Piety and Religion to 
its primitive purity and beauty; in an age 
wherein the exceſſi ve pretenſion to power, 
in /ome of the Clergy, (perhaps not of the 
beſt lives) have made a great many men, 
of excellent capacities, tos looſe and indiffe- 
rent unto Piety and Religion. | 
SATO: 33 It 
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It is fad to think, that becauſe ſome 
high pretenders to Religion, who are of 
; bad lives and principles, would exerciſe 
| dominion over the faith and conſciences of 
| others; and turn Religion into worldly 
l - riches and immunities; ; make gain their 
goalmeſs, and the luſi of power their ear- 
neſt purſuit; I ſay it is ſad to think, that 
. therefore Religion, the moſt noble and ne- 
* ceſſary thing in the world, ſhould fall be- 
low the regards of men. 
ecauſe men of bright parts and great 
Ingenuity, have, by the force and power of 
reaſon, baffled thoſe exorbitant claims; to 
| think therefore God doth not afford men 
| any ſupertor light and aid, this i is to run 
into the other extreme. 

For though none of the al lninnRions 
of Religion and Prety are, or ever can be, 
contrary to right reaſon ; yet the common 
reaſon, of man ſtands in need of light and 
help from heaven, for attaining the 7rxe 
knowledge and practice of Religion and 
Piety; as the great Lock acknowledgeth, 

In the quotations I have made from him 
in my fifth chapter. Which /ght and 
| © help from heaven, is fo far from being de- 
8 ſtructive or repugnant to reaſon ; that it is 

----the Drome Spirit Which enlightens and 
1 influences 
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influences the noble faculty of reaſon, to 
the higheſt pitch of knowledge and cer- 


tainty in heavenly things, and gives it the 
greateſt repoſe, delight, and ſatisfaction. 


Nevertheleſs, Reaſon and the Spirit of 


God remain always two ſeveral powers 


and principles in man; of different and 
diſtinct natures, the one human and the 
other divine. And what Lock ſays of 
Revelation as contained in the Scripture, 
viz. that many are beholden to Reve- 
© lation, who do not acknowledge it,” 
Vol. ii. fol. 535. may as truly be ſaid of 
the light and influence of the Divine Spi- 


rit in the hearts of men. | 


For men ſometimes finding clear diſ- 
coveries of God in their minds, and of 
their duty to him on the one hand; and 


of the darkneſs, impurity, and unprepa- 


redneſs of their own hearts for his ſer- 
vice on the other hand; are apt to impute 
thoſe diſcoveries to the light and activity 
of their own reaſon ; or not to acknow- 
ledge that they are beholden to the im- 
mediate Revelation of God's Spirit with- 
in them for ſuch diſcoveries : when one 
would think nothing in itſelf could be 
clearer, than that darkneſs cannot give 
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EN 

light for the diſcovery of itſelf; for at- 
| DJoever doth. manifeſt is Light.* 

| Reaſon corrupted and ned by vi- 

| cious habits, cannot diſcover the corrup- 
| tion and depravity of itſelf, without light 
| from Heaven gives it ſuch ſight; much 
J Jeſs can it, without ſuch help, know God 

| and divine things, It was all purely 

the work of Grace (ſays the great Lock) 

for they were all dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins, and could do nothing, not make 
one ſtep or the leaſt motion towards it 
—'tis God here (ſays he) does all by 
revelation, of what they could never 
diſcover by their own natural faculties 
and being thus quickened by the 
Spirit (ſays 75 may as men alive, work 
if they will.“ Fol. iii. fol. 359: 

To hon men the influences of the 
divine Spirit, is to leave them without 
God in the world. To fay the light of 
human Reaſon, without light from any 
thing above it, 1s the light of God's Spi- 
Tit, or the only light that is in man, is to 
take one of the molt effectual courſes 
that can be, to overturn the Chriſtian 
religion: which is founded on divine re- 
|  velation, and can only be ſavingly under- 
| ſtſictood and practiſed by the influence of 
| 


® Eph. v. 13. 
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the ſame Spirit which gave it being. It 
caſts a very ill aſpect on devotion, and 
directly and unavoidably tends to render 
all addreſſes to God for light and help 
from him, ridiculous and inſignificant 
for if we ourſelves, without any immedi- 
ate influence and aid from him, are able 
by the exerciſe of our own natural po W- 
ers and faculties, to know and practiſe 
our whole duty, to what purpoſe do we 
aſk light and aid from him ? 

This ſcheme tends to take off all de- 
pendance upon God, and the light and 
tuition of his Holy Spirit, for under- 
ſtanding and ſtrength ; and to bring men 
to depend on themſelves and their own 
ſufficiency, the fatal conſequence of 
which too much appears in the world 
already, in the looſe and vicious lives of 
men; and is too likely to appear in a 
greater degree, unleſs men can be per- 

iuaded to forſake the evil ways of their 
own hearts, addreſs themſelves to God, 
and depend upon, and become ſubje& to 
the light and power of his good Spirit 
in their own ſouls. 5 
It was therefore my principal deſign 
in the following undertaking, to ſet be- 
fore the eyes of men, and make it as plain 

| to 
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to them as poflibly I could, that the 
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light of their ſpirit and of God's Spirit 
are of different and diſtin&t natures and 


kinds. That their own natural powers 
and faculties alone, are not adequate for 


attaining to the knowledge and practice 
of true piety and religion ; and that 


therefore they mult apply themſelves to 


God for light and help from Heaven, 


who is ready to ſhine into their hearts,* 


and to work in them both to will and to 


do of bis own good pleaſure; if they will 
but withdraw their hearts from this 
world, and turn them to him, that he 


may purge them from evil, and diſpoſe 


them to virtue and the love of himſelf; 


and prepare them for ſuch divine ſenſa- 


tions of his goodneſs, as will fill. them 


with inconceivable r e with joys 


unſpeakable and full of glory in, com- 
pariſon of which, all he pleaſares of this 


world are nullities and vanity. 
1 ſhall only add, that, on the various 


ſubjects treated of in the following pages, 
I have endeavoured, according to the beſt 
light I had, to ſpeak of them as clearly - 
and diſtinctly as I could (which is all 


* 2 Cor. iv. 6. Pn. ii. 12, 13. { x Pet, i. . 
| has: 
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that can be expected from me) that the 


reader might form, with as much caſe as 


poſſible, right ideas thereof: and from 
thence take occaſion, if he ſhall be pi- 
ouily and religiouſly inclined, to make 
trial of the inward ways of virtue, and 


_ taſte and | foe that the Lord is good and 


gracious." 


May it pleaſe Almighty God, to make 
this ſmall Tract of ſuch uſe to ſome. 


ſouls, and I ſhall think it ſatisfaction 
enough for all my labour and pains 
therein. To that end, I commend my 


Reader to the conduct and guidance of 


his good and holy Spirit. 


* Pfal. xxxiy, . 1 Pet. l. 3. 
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CHAP. 


Of the Reafon and Deſign of Piety and 
Lars . 


HERE 18 nothing u more becoming 
rational creatures, than an early 
and conſtant conſideration of the cauſe 
and deſign of their being; how they 
came to have exiſtence in this world, and 
for what end. 

It is prepoſterous to think that our 
_ exiſtence was the effect of meer chance 
and accident, The wonderful order and 
contrivance of the parts, of which man 
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and the whole world of beings are con- 
ſtituted ; and the ſupport and ſubſiſtence 


of ſuch an innumerable company of be- 
| Ings, in ſuch beauty and harmony, as is 
_ evidently maintained in the univerſe, 


prove nothing leſs, than that the ſame is 
the effect and deſign of incomprehenſible 
wiſdom. So that it ſeems impoſſible for 
any man, who gives himſelf the liberty 


of thinking, to doubt the exiſtence of a 


Being, who made and ſuſtains ſuch an in- 


finite number of creatures: which Being, 


we juſtly call Almighty God. So that 
hence the cauſe of our being is clearly 


manifeſt. 


The next thing to be conſidered, is 


what we may reafonably conclude this 


infinitely wiſe and Almighty Being de- 
ſigned, in the production of mankind. 


Can it reaſonably be thought, that he 


Intended any thing leſs than their feli- 
city according to their ſeveral capacities, 
as well as his own glory: that man, 
whom he hath* made the nobleſt of all 
his creatures here on earth, endowed with 
reaſon and underſtanding, was not, in an 
eſpecial manner, deſigned to be a par- 
"taker of the fruition and felicity of his 
Maker? 


That 


N 


That Man, as to His body, i is FRE We 
for in a degree above the beaſts of the 
field, the fowls of the air, the fiſhes of 
the Tabs" and all other animate beings, 
who have the life of ſenſation, whom 
they all fear in virtue of the natural domi- 
nion God hath given him over them, 
will, I doubt not be readily agreed; and 

| that he conſiſts of body and ſoul, an out- 
ward and an inward man, endowed, ſeve- 
rally, with their proper ſenſes adapted to 
: the knowledge of things external and in- 
- ternal; thoſe of the body, for his being 
converſant about outward things ; and 
8 thoſe of the mind, ſoul, or intellectual 
8 ſpirit, for his perception and enjoyment 
ol internal and ſpiritual objects, is evi- 
dent. And for the accommodation and 
felicity of theſe, it is moſt reaſonable to 
believe, that God in his infinite goods 
neſs hath made plentiful proviſion. 
For can it be thought that the infinite 
and gracious God, ſhould make leſs pro- 
viſion for our ſouls than for our bodies; 
that he who hath ſo richly provided for 
| our outward man, ſhould neglect the 
better and nobler part of us, our ſouls? 
That he who hath provided a beautiful 
at external. world, for the pleaſure and en- 
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tertainment of the ſenſes of our outward 
man, ſhould not alſo have provided a 
much more beautiful and glorious world, 


for the pleaſure and entertainment of the 
ſuperiour ſenſes of our inward man? 


For as the ſenſes of the inward man 


| muſt needs be as much more excellent 


than thoſe of the outward man, as the 


inward man is more excellent than the 
_outward ; ſo conſequently, mult the ob- 
jects of ſenſation of the former, be much 


more excellent than the objects of ſenſa- 
tion of the latter. 


Theſe conſiderations | afford 4 ſolid 


foundation for a noble purſuit of true 
religion, and the attaining the knowledge 
of the things of the heavenly kingdom: 


for when men are fully perſuaded that 
they have in ward ſenſes, ſuited and adapt- 
ed to the knowledge of God, and enjoy- 


ment of him, they will not, if they 
cConſult their own intereſt, ſet their hearts 
on the ſhort lived pleaſures and enjoy- 
ments of this world, which we every day 
ſee to be exceeding tranſitory and uncer- 


tain; but, being as it were looſe and in- 
different as to the things of this life, 
will ardently ſeek a divine ſenſation of 


the pleaſures and enjoyiments. of the ſpiri- 
tual 


t 


tual kingdom, called in the ſacred writings 


the Kingdom of God: which will afford 


them more ſatisfaction and delight than 


the increaſe of the corn, wine, and oil of 


the earth can do. . 
We are to be here but a very little 


time, and it is hard to think that that 


noble and excellent part of us, our ſouls, 
our inward man, endowed with ſuch 
wonderful and extenſive capacities, which 
nothing leſs than the knowledge and en- 
joyment of God himſelf can truly and 


completely fatisfy, will be diffolved with _ 


our bodies. Though were it to be ſo, 
which is entirely irrational to think from 


the nature of things; yet a life in this 


world, in which thoſe noble powers and 
faculties of the ſoul are enlightened and 
actuated by the divine Spirit, and brought 


into a real ſenſation of the things of the 


heavenly kingdom ; whereby our evil in- 
clinations and paſſions, which give us ſo 


much uneaſineſs while they are predomi- 
nant, would be brought under and mor- 
tified; and the love of God and our 
neighbour, a quiet and ſerene mind and 
conſcience, one of the greateſt bleſſings 
on earth would naturally enſue; ſuch a 


life cannot but be the moſt deſirable and 
A 3 delight- 
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delightful, And therefore, it may very 
well be ſaid, that Godlimeſs bath the pro- 


miſe of the life that now is as well as of | 
that which is to come. 


It hath been too much, more 1s ihe 


pity, the deſign of a generation of men, 


who have called themſelves God's prie/ls 


or miniſters, among Heathens, Mahome- 
tans, Fews, and Chrijiians, to render re- 
ligion very myſterious, and thereby them- | 
ſelves more neceſſary than there is juſt | 


occaſion for : which they have improved 


to the accumulating the power and riches 
of this world to themſelves; to the great 


ſcandal and damage of true religion, and 
to the exceeding diſcouragement of the 
purſuit of divine knowledge, and a true 


ſenſe of God and goodneſs among man- 


kind ; erecting a dominion over the con- 


ſcience of the laity, and dealing out to 


them ſuch creeds and Jſiftems of religion 


as they thought fit, in the ſeveral parts 
of the world where, they had power; 
which the TG ig 
have been obliged to receive on peril of 


the loſs of the good tinge, of this life, 


part of mankind 


* 1 Tim, iv, 8. 
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and as far as in them lay, damnation in 
the life which is to come. 

Though at the ſame time nothing can 
well be plainer, than that the knowledge 
of the Chriſtian religion is adapted to 
men of inferiour as well as ſuperiour 
capacities; the ſouls of the former be- 
ing as precious in the eyes of God, and 


as capable of enjoying him as the latter. 


And therefore it is, that, as God affords 


mankind an external luminary, the ſun in 


the firmament for their bodies, by which 


medium men may ſee the things of this 
world, without the help of the magit- 
trate; ſo he alſo, in his great mercy, 


_ affords an internal luminary, the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs for their minds, whereby 
men may ſee the things of God and of 


the world to come without the belp of 


- miniſters. 


It is true, that the miniſters of reli- 


gion being themſelves turned to God, 
have been, and ſtill are, of great uſe in 
turning people to this igt of God in 


their ſouls; adviſing them to open their 


inward eyes to it, and to walk therein, 


that they may know and underſtand for 


themſelves, and feel in themſelves, the 
bleſſed and divine ſenſations of God in 
| A 4 Chrift, 
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Cri ; reconciling them to himſelf, and 
taſte of the ſweetneſs and love of God, 
in turning from darkneſs, from igno- 
rance, and evil works ; exhorting them to 
exerciſe thoſe noble powers and faculties 
of their fuuls, under the influence of the 
divine Spirit in their own hearts, where 
by they may come to know the will, 
mind, and law of God to thembives, 
and not pin their faith upon any man, 
counſels, or ſynods of men, but only upon 
the Holy Ghoſt, and the ſacred ſcripture 
which proceeded from it ; and they who 
have the benefit of this holy writing 
1 which was wrote by the movings of the 
4 Holy Ghojt,* will, by the ſame Spirit, if 
3 3 duly apply to it, come to underſtand 
ſo much of the ſcripture as 1s neceſfary 
for their ſalvation. 
It was about two thouſand four hundred 

years after the creation of the world, be- 
tore mankind had any external written 
law, for the rule and conduct of their 
lives, fo far as appears by either ſacred or 
profane hiſtory; in all which time, man- 
king, ee ſpeaking, had only for 
their rule of faith and manners the ex- 


* 2 Pet. i. 21. 5 
ternal. 
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ternal creation as a monitor to their out- 
ward ſenſes, for evidence of the reality 
and certainty of the exiſtence of the Su- 
preme Being; and the internal impreſſions, 
God, by his divine Spirit, made upon the 
capacities and powers of their ſouls or 
inward man; and perhaps ſome of them 
oral tradition delivered from father to 
ſon. 

The love and favour,” ſays the memo- 
rable John Halis, in his Golden Re- 
mains, page 1, which it pleaſed God 
to bear our fathers before the law, ſo 
far prevailed with him, as that without 
books and writings, by familiar 
© and friendly converſing with them, and 
© comniunicating himſelf unto them, he 
made them receive and underſtand his 
* laws: their inward conceits and in- 
tellectuals being after a wonderful man- 
* ner, as it were figured and charactered. 
as St. Baſil expreſſes it, by his Spirit, 
ſo that they could not but ſee, and 
conſent unto, and confeſs the truth of 
them. Which way of manifeſting his 
will, unto many other gracious privi- 
. leges which it had, above that which 
in after ages came in place of it; had 
-” this added, that it brought with it unto 
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the man, to whom it was made a pre- 
ſervation againſt all doubt and heſi- 
tancy, and a full aſſurance, both who 
the author was, and how far his intent 
and meaning reached. We that are 
their offspring, ought, as St. CHryſeſtom 
tells us, ſo to have demeaned ourſelves, 
that it might have been with us as it 
was with them, that we might have 
had no need of writing, no other teacher 
but the Spirit, no other 4boo&s but our 
hearts, no other means to have been. 
taught the things of God.“ 

And then when God, becauſe of the 


tranſgreſſions of the Fows, committed his 


will to writing in tables of ſtone on 


Mount Sinai, until the Seed, Chriſt, 
ſhould come,* who were but a very ſmall 


part of mankind, and afterwards inha- 


. bited but a ſmall tract of land, at the : 
head of the Mediterranean Sea; the reſt 


of mankind were ſtill left to the ſame 


means for their conduct and behaviour 


as they had before 


And though God added to the ſeed of 


Abraham an external written law, yet it 
is inconſiſtent with his goodneſs to think 


Gal. iii. 19. 
8 2 that 
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that the other means, which he then af- 
forded the reſt of mankind, which was 
the only means that all the world had 
before to know and do his will, were 
not ſufficient for their pleaſing Him and 
being happy; eſpecially if we conſider 
that the fen commandments contained in 
the two tables of ſtone, brought down by 
Moſes from Mount Sinai, are but a kind 
of tranſcript of the moral duties, wrote 
by the finger of God in the fleſhly tables 
of the hearts of mankind in general.* 
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of Salvation by Feſus Chr. N. 


82 did upon the fall and diſobe- 
J dience of man inform him of a 
Saviour, as is generally underſtood by 
theſe words, viz. I will put enmity be- 
tween thee (the ſerpent) and the 3 
and between thy feed and her ſeed; 


_ Jas bruiſe thy head. ＋ Which led, 


* Rom. ii. 14. 15. 2 Cor. lit 3. Jer. XXXi. 33. 
Heb, viii. 10. X. 16, + Gen. ili. 15. 
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here called the ſeed of the woman, be- 
cauſe, as concerning the fleſh, in the ful- 
neſs of time, the time appointed by God, 
He, viz. Chriſt, was to be born of a 
woman, did doubtleſs then exiſt when 
this promiſe was made, and had fo done, 
as to his divinity, from eternity ; and 
which ſeed, properly the ſeed of God, 
| hath been accordingly ſown in the hearts 
of all Adam's poſterity, to bruiſe, bring 
down, and deſtroy the ſeed of fatan there. 
And good men in all ages, who have at- 
tended to its influence and operations on 
the reaſon, underſtanding, and faculties 
of their fouls, and have been ſubject to 
the law and regulations it would” intro- 
duce, bring! in, and eſtabliſh there; have 
been witneſſes of the power and force 
thereof, to deliver them from the bondage 
of corruption, to ſet them free from the 
law, or power, of fin and death. Where- 
by they have been brought to cxperience 
peace and joy from God in «(heir own 
hearts, which tranſcendent delights in- 


| finitely ſurpaſs all the pleaſures of this 
__ worlds 


* Rom, viii, 2, 


In 
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. 
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In due time, this ſeed took fleſh in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, according to 


ſcripture;* which is reckoned was about 
four thouſand years after the creation of 
the world; was born in Bethlehem, in 
the land of Judea; did many mighty mi- 
racles among the Jews, to convince them 
that He was the promiſed Meſſiah, whoſe 


coming they were then in full expectation 
of; lived a moſt exemplary life; taught 
a moſt excellent and heavenly doctrine, 


recorded by the four evangeliſts ; fab. 
mitted to the ſhameful death of the croſs, 


to make atonement and propitiation for the 
ſins of the whole world. I Sõ that all who 

lived before that 9ering was made, as well 
as they who have lived fince, that were 


ſubject to this ſeed and light in their 


hearts, have had the benefit of that one 
offering. He was buried, and the third 
day roje again from the dead according to 
the ſcriptures; || and was converfant with 


his diſciples about forty days concerning 
the things of the kingdom of God, & and 
the great work he had for them to do in 


this world, Mien he commanded them 


* Gal. iii. 19. iv. 4. + Mat. ii. 4 t 1 John 
| bi. 2. f 1 Cor. XV. 4. * 8 Acts i. 3. ho 
9 5 e 


. 

not to enter upon till they had received 
the power of the Holy Ghojt,* which 
alone was adequate to OI undertaking, 
and which he ordered them to wait for 
at Jeruſalem. And then He was taken up 
into heaven, & and ſet at the right hand of 
God the Father,+ where he ever liveth to 
make interceſſion for them that come unto 

God by bim. By whom God will judge 

. the world in righteouſneſs, in the day he 
hath appointed, & when all that are in the 
graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall come 
forth, they that have done good, unto the 
reſurrection of life, and they that have 
done evil, unto rbe reſurrection of damna- 
tion. * & 


c HAP. III. 
97 the Power and Operation of the 2 
Gboſt. 


A<conpmiory as the apoſtles were 
met with one accord in one place at 
| Jeruſalem, the Holy Ghoſt came upon them, 
| and they were all filled with it, and began 1 


1 5 n . * + Adds i. 11. t Eph. i. 20. 
Col. iii. “. Heb. vii. 25. $ Acts xvii. "Br 
SS John v. 28, 49. 


to 
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fo o ſpeak with other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance.* And thus having 
received the gi/# of the Holy Spirit as 
miniſters, they preached and taught the 
things concerning the kingdom of God far 
and near, as they were led by the divine 
Spirit; which &:mgdom they now ſaw and 
knew to be a ſpiritual kingdom, contrary 
to what they had before thought of an 
earthly and worldly kingdom; and they, 
as their Lord and Maſter before them, 
were truly received by ſuch only as ſub- 
mitted to the teachings and drawings of 
God the Father in their own hearts, ⁊ en- 
lightning and quickning the powers and fa- 
culties of their own fouls. For though 

_ (the miracles the Lord Feſus and his apoſtles 
did amongſt men, were ſufficient to con- 
firm the truth of the geſpel miſſion, and 
to evidence their being /ent from God, yet 
as their TY, was by and from the di- 
vine Spirit, ſo it was not poſſible that 
the ſame ſhould take et unto ſalvation 
in them who heard, but as the /ame Spirit 
enlightened and wrought upon the intel- 
lets and powers of the fouls of them who 
heard, by turning their thoughts and 


* Acts ii, 37 4. + John vi. 44, 1 
. minds 
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minds 72ward, to attend the purifying 
work and power of the heavenly kingdom 


wwithin them.* And this way, and by this 
means, the true and ſaving faith of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt then was and ever will 
be received and maintained by mankind. 


And all notions, ſyſtems, and creeds of 
Chriſtianity ever did, and ever will, prove 


empty and unprofitable to the ſouls of 


men without it. 


Hence the jruitleſſneſs of, any RW 


not brought forz5 and conducted by the 
drome Spirit, in a heart waſhed from wich- 


edneſs, and created anew by the divine 


Mord, does very eaſily appear; and to how 
little purpoſe it is to ſend men to uni- 
verſities and academies, to give them 
human learning only, and teach them 


ſchool divinity, to make them miniſters 


of Chriſt. A human qualification for a 
divine vocation, Oh prepoſterous ! Here 
is the origin of the principal miſchief, 
confuſion, and damage which Chriſtianity 
hath ſuſtained fince the primitive ages of 


it. Men puffed up with human or ſchool | 


divinity, have undertook to teach the 
things of God's kingdom, the ns. 


* Luke een, 
| doctrine, 


BF 
doctrine, to which they were ſtrangere, 
to expound the boly writings with unvoly 
hearts and hands; to make rayſterious the 
plain and eaſy doctrines of Chriſt and his 


apoſtles; to compoſe human ſyſtems and 


creeds, and then fill the world where they 
have power, with bitterneſs, rage, perſe- 
cution, fire, and faggot, if their dictates 


are not received. Alas poor Chriſtianity, 


how exceedingly hath thy amiable viſage 


been marred by theſe things! If ever 
thou recovereſt thyſelf, it muſt be by thy 
miniſters coming to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


the Miniſter of the ſanctuary, and of the 
true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched 
and not man,* and waiting inwardly upon 


the operation of his divine Spirit in their 


own hearts, to be purified and ſanctified; 
and then having received a gift from him 
to miniſter, they are to attend on the di- 


rections and motions of ſuch divine gift 


for doctrine and matter, and miniſter the 


fame of the ability which God givetb. 
Not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 


mind; neither as being lords over God,s 
heritage, but being enſamples (of Chriſ- 
tian virtue and humility) zo rhe flock. 4. 


* Heb. l. 2; + 1 Pet. iv. 11. 1 1 Pet. v. 2, 3. 
And 


C1» 
And the hearers muſt alſo uſe diligence 
in coming together to worthip God, and 
when met, they are to retire to, and 
wait upon, the divine grace and light of 
God in their own hearts, to receive a 
true ſenſe of the condition and ſtate of 
their own ſouls, and have a fight of their 
ſeveral wants, and then heartily to cloſe 
with the operation of the divine grace in 
themſelves, for the working evil inch- 
nations and habits out of their own ſouls, 
and bringing them to live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent world.* 
This is the way for men to become 
miniſters of Chriſt indeed, and alſo to 
be good ſubjects to princes and govern- 
ors, to mind the buſineſs of God's king- 
dom, which is ſpiritual, and not the 
| buſineſs of the kingdoms of this world, 
which is earthly, ſo as not to give kings 
and governors oppoſition or diſturbance 
in the exerciſe of their civil power and 
authority /or the puniſhment of evil doers, 
and the praiſe of them that do well. 
The hearers likewiſe will live inoffenſive, 
and make the weight of government ſit 
_ eaſy on the ſhoulders of thoſe on whom 


Tit. il. 12. +1 Pet. ii, 14. 
divine 


Es „ 
divine Providence hath laid it. For as 
the divine Spirit ever did lead its follow- 
ers into the love of God, and all the 
ſocial virtues, ſo it ever will, as being in 
itſelf unchangeable. And all extravagant 
capricious deluſions have been, and ever 
will be, teſtified againſt by its true votaries. 
And as princes "and governments ought. 
Not at the inſtigation of church men or 
others, to invade the kingdom of Chriſt, 
in laying reſtraints or diſcouragements 
upon the conſciences of any of their ſub- 
jects by penal laws, or diſqualifications 
on account of matters purely ſpiritual | 
and religious, which appertain not to 
their province; ſo ought not church men, 
under any pretence whatſoever, to in- 
vade the kingdoms of this world, or ſtir 
up rebellion againſt their lawful. princes, 
to whom they owe allegiance by the law 
of nature and their own promiſes, who 
are the miniſters of God unto them for 
good, * and appointed by him, for the 
protection and preſervation of men's 
worldly rights and properties. And we, 
in this kingdom, have great reaſon to 
eſteem our ſelves For aer in being 


( * * xiii. 4. 


bleſſed 


LEW} 
blefſed with ſuch an excellent form of 
government, and with ſuch a benevolent 
prince at the head of it, who is the com- 
mon father of all his people. But to re- 
turn, 

„ knowledge and feeling of the in- 
fluence of the divine Spirit, ſenſibly and 
experimentally enlightning and quick- 
ning our reaſon, affection, and will, thoſe 

noble and principal powers and faculties 

of our ſouls, is the lite and ſpirit of piety 
and true religion, or rather is piety and 
true religion itſelf; without which, all 
external acts, how ſoever good in appear- 
ance, are empty things, and avail not in 

God s fight, who looks at the ſource and 
origin of actions. Hence our Saviour 

took occaſion to reprehend the Scribes 
and Phariſees of old tor their want of ho- 
lineſs of heart, though they made a fine 

outward appearance, and performed ex- 
ternal worſhip with a great ſhew of de- 

votion and piety, ſaying, Wo unto you | 

Scribes and Pharifees, hypocrites, for ye 

. make clean the outfide of the cup and of 
nl the platter, but within they are full of 
Ti extortion and exceſs. Thou blind Pbariſee, 
faith He, cleanſe ſirſt that which is with- 
in the cup and platter, that the outſide of 
them 
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them may be clean alſo. Adding, Wo fs 


you Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites, for 
ye are like unto whited ſepulchres, which 


indeed appear beautiful outward, but are 
within full of dead men's bones, and of all 
uncleanneſs; even ſo ye alſo outwardly ap- 


pear righteous unto men, but within ye are 


Jull of hypocriſy end iniquity.* And this 


was the condition of their fathers before 


them; they had God, religion and devo- 
tion in their mouths ; /acrifices, oblations 
and incenſe in their hands and obſerved 


neo Moons, fabbaths, calling of aſſemblies, 
and ſolemn meetings ; but were departed 
from God in their hearts, and become 
a ſinful nation, a people laden with ini- 
quity, and a ſeed of evil doers : Children 


that were corrupters, who had forſaken 


the Lord.+ But that they might return 
to Him, he called upon them, ſaying, 


Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the 


evil of your doings from before mine eyes, 


(for God looks at the heart) ceaſe zo do 


evil, learn to do well, } And again, O6 
Jeruſalem, waſh thine heart from wicked- 


nefe that thou mayeſt be Javed. 5 


Mat. xxiii. 25, 26, 27, 28. + Iich i i. 4. 
+ Ifaiah i. 16, 17. F Jer, iv. The 5 
In / : Our 


6 


Our Saviour, therefore, in his excellent 


ſermon on the mount, ſays, Bleſſed are 


the pure in heart, for the y ſhall ſee God; * 
which is the indiſpenſable qualification of 2 


a child of God and real Chriſtian: for they, 
and they only, are the /ons of God, whoſe 
hearts are purified in "eh led by the 
Spirit of God, and thereby experiencing 
their vicious inclinations and habits mor- 
| tified, according to the doctrine of our 


Gentile apoſtle to the Romans, ye liue 


after the fleſh ye ſhall die, but if ye, through 


the Spirit, do mortiſ the deeds of the body, 
ye ſhall live. For as many as are led by the © 
"Siri a God, 8 are the ſons of Cod. 1 


HA P. iv. 


of the Neceſſity of divine Illumination, and 


that the Light and Operation of God's 
Spirit, and the Light and Operation of 
Man's Spirit are different, and diſtin- 
BY the one from the other. 


T will, I doubt not, be readily agreed | 
that the Spirit of God and the Shirit 
of man muſt needs be different and diſ- 


tinct in nature and eſſence. The Hare 


* Mat. V, 8. FT Rom. vili. 135 14. 


Spirit 


Q w. 


mighty, omnipreſent, and omniſcient: 


as are contained in the univerſe ; preſerve 


wonder and amazement of men; which 


each of theſe ſpirits or powers mult needs 


flow, I think unavoidably follows. This 5 


ſon and nature of things, and the ſame is 
not leſs manifeſt from the Holy Scriptures. 


rive with man. If God's Spirit and 


„„ 
Spirit and wiſdom of God, and the human 
reaſon of man muſt needs be of different 
kinds and natures ; otherwiſe the ſoul of 
man would be God, of the fame eſſence 
with him, and not a creature; but al- 


for ſo, without controverſy, God is; elſe 
he could not produce ſuch an innume- 
rable company of beings: and creatures 


them in that admirable beauty and har- 
mony they are in; and provide for all 
events, as it is manifeſt he doth, to the 


man 1s utterly incapable of. "And there 
fore the Spirit and wiſdom of God and 
the ſpirit and reaſon of man are infinitely 
different in their powers and natures. 
And then that the light and operation of 


alſo be of different kinds and natures, ac 
cording to the principles from which they 


I take to be exceeding clear from the rea- 


For God ſaid, My Spirit ſhall not aluays 


* Gen. vi. 3 | | 
| | L 
ES | mans 
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man's ſpirit had been of the fame kind 
and nature in their light and operation, 
there could not have been a ſtrife between 
mem. of 

In the Levites acknowledging of God's 
goodneſs to the children of 1/-ael, they 
laid unto him, Thou gaveſt alſo thy good 
Spirit to inſtru them.* So that their 
Spirit had need of inſtruction from God's 
Spirit, and therefore they appear to be 
two diſtinct ſpirits 1 in their UNE and ope- 
rations. 
The Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs with our 
ſpirit that we are the children of God. ＋ 
The apoſtle is here ſpeaking of the evi- 
dence and teſtimony of the Spirit of God 
to the ſpirit of the ſons of God, that 
they are His; ſo that the Spirit of God | 
and the ſpirit even of the ſons of God, 
the ſpirit of men born again, appear to 
be diſtinet beings and ſpirits, and to be 
contradiſtinguiſhedi in their light and * 
rations. 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man the 
things which God hath prepared for them 
ther love him; but God hath revealed them 


unto us by his Spirit. It is evident by 


'* Neh, ix. 20, + Rom. viii. 16. f 1 Cor. ii. , 10. 
the 


() 


: the inſufficiency of the heart or ſoul of . 

« man to diſcover God's kindneſs and wil! 
to them who love him, without the help 

8 or revelation of God's Spirit, that they 

* are diſtinct ſpirits, and have different li ghe 

1 and operation. 

r And in the very next ny we have: the 


: apoſtle's reaſon, For what man knoweth 
the things of a man, ſave the ſpirit of a 
man which is in him; even ſo the things of 
God knoweth no man but the Spirit of 
God. A clearer diſtinction between God's 
Spirit and man's ſpirit in their ſeveral 
lights and operations cannot poſſibly be 
made. Here is ſet forth the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of the divine illumination of God's 
Spirit to enlighten man's ſpirit, in order 
4 to his knowledge of the things ef God. 
Which ſhews how unable man's reaſon 
be and will is to ſuch an undertaking with- 
out God's help, and what need there is 
of being frengtbened with might by his 
„ Spirit in the inner man. * So much as to 
% | Chriſtians in general. 
Then as to the miniſtries of the pro- 


. phets, In their days the common phraſe 
by | mong them was, 7. be word of the Lord 


B Cane 
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| game unto me ſaying. Now this was the 
voice and ſpeech of God's ſpirit to their 
ſpirits ; for the prophecy came not in old 
time, (or at any time, as the marginal 
reading is) by the will of man (or man's 
ſpirit) St holy men of God 2 ale as they 
dere moved by the Holy Ghojt 
The word of the Lord (fays Exehiel ) 
came unto me ſaying, Son of man propheſy 
againſt the prophets of Ijrael that propheſy, 
and ſay thou, unto them that Prophęſ/ out 
of their own hearts, (ſuch as made dil- 
courſes without divine inſpiration) Hear 
ye the word of the Lord; Thus ſaith the 
Tord God, Wo unto the fooliſh prophets, 
that follow their own ſpirit, and have ſeen 
nothing (1. e. from God) or as the margi- 
nal reading is, and things which they have 
not ſeen (i. e. from God.) + See here 
how clear the diſtinction is made be- 
tween God's ſpirit and man's ſpirit, in 
their ſeveral influences and operations. 
In the days of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
the phraſe Was changed into that of the 
leading, utterance, revelation, or guidance 
of the Spirit, or the Holy Gheſt being 
upon them. WOT ſaid bf Simeon, the 


"Hop 


ar 
he 


CN 


IVE 
cre 


1 


NCC 
ing 
the 


Holy 


66 0% 
Holy Ghoſt was upon him. And it was 
revealed unto him 95 the Holy Ghoſt, that 


be ſhould not ſee death, before he bad ſeen 
And be came "_ the 


the Lord's Chriſt. 
Sprit into the temple, &c.*. 
Jeſus being full of the Holy Ghoſt return= 


| ed from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit 


into the wilderneſs. - 


And Feſus erred 6 in the power of the 


Spirit into Galilee. J 
And they were all filled with the Holy 


Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other 


fongues, as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance. \_ 


The Spirit faid unto Philip, Go near, | 


and join 277750 to this chariot ** 
While Peter thought on the viſion, the 


Spirit ſaid unto him, Behold three men 


feef thee. TT 
And the Spirit 43 me go with them 


(aid Peter.) 44 


And the Apoſtle Paul faith, God hath 


revealed them (viz. his things) unto us 
by 2 Spirit. ” 


„Luke 1, 25,5 26, 27. Luke i iV. i. ver. 14. 
Acts ii. 4. Acts viii. 29. ff Acts x. 19. 
it Acts Xl, 12. 85 Oer. . 100 
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How that by revelation (ſays Paul) He 
(God) made known unto me the myſtery— 
which in other ages was not made known 
unto the ſons of men, as it is now revealed 
unto his Holy Ape: and Prophets 2 bis 
Spirit, *. 
But the Comforter. which is the Holy 
Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my 
name, He ſhall teach you all things (ne- 
ceſſary for you to know of God and 
r 41 
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 7 ruth, 
i come, be ſhall guide you into all truth 
(neceſſary to ſalvation.) 4 
But the anointing which (by meaſure) 
ye have recerved of Him (Chriſt the 
anointed of God without meaſure) abid-. 
etb in you, and ye need not that any man 
teach you; but as the ſame anointing teach- 
eth you of all * (neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion). 8 
In theſe quotations we have an account 
given us of God's Spirit coming upon 
man s ſpirit, filling of it, leading of it, 
Speaking to it, revealing to it, teaching, 
a, and giving utterance to it, from 


| | | 1 | | t John li. 27. 
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( 29 ) 
whence it clearly appears they are two 
diſtin ſpirits, and differ as much in 


their light and operation, as the Creator 


from the creature in perfection and 


power; and how neceſſary divine illu- 
mination in religion i 18. 


SKA 


Containing fome Teſtimonies of 2 
| Authors of different perſuaſions, t 


the truth maintained in the foregoing 
chapter. 


HE Chriſftian's Pattern wrote by 
Thomas of Kempis above 250 years 
ago, hath in it a great many teſtimonies 
to the truth laid down. in the former 
chapter. Particularly in book 1. cap, iii. 
Of the Doctrine of Truth. Ibid. cap. v. 
Of the reading of the Holy Scriptures. In 
book 2. cap. i. Of the inward Life. 
Ibid. cap. viii. Of familiar Converſation 
with Jeſus, In book 3. cap. t. Of the 
mward ſpeech of Chriſt to a faithful ſoul. 
Ibid, cap. ii. That truth ſpealeth in- 
38 3 wary 
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wardly without noiſe of words, Where 

the neceſſity of divine illumination is 

clearly aſſerted; and evident diſtinctions 

maintained between the reaching of God 

in the ſoul, and the /oul's own teaching. 

And how much preferable God's /þ 

to the ſoul, the inſpirer and enlightener 
of all the Prophets, is to man's ſpeech. 


eech 


© The love and favour,' ſays the me- 


morable John Hales, in his Golden Re- 
mains, page 1, which it pleaſed God 


to bear our fathers before the law, ſo 
= Prevailed with him, as that without 

books and writings, by familiar 
5 friendly converſing with them, and 


communicating himſelf unto them, he 


made them receive and underſtand his 


laws: their inward conceits and in- 
tellectuals being after a wonderful man- 
ner, as it were figured and charactered, 
as St. Baſil expreſſes it, by his Spirit, 
ſo that they could not but ſee, and 


conſent unto, and confeſs the truth of 


them. Which way of manifeſting his 


will, unto many other gracious privi— 


leges which it had above that Which 


in after ages came in place of it, had 
this added, that it brought with it unto 
the man to whom z it was made a pre- 

N « (ſervation 
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* ſervation againſt all doubt and heſi- 


tancy, and a full aſſurance, both who 


the author was, and how far his intent 


and meaning reached, We, that are 


their offspring, ought, as St. Chry/oflom 
tells us, ſo to have demeaned ourlelves, 
that it might have been with us as it 
was with them, that we might have 
had no need of writing, no other teacher 
but the Spirit, no other books but our 
Hearts, no other means to have been 


taught the things of God. 


There can therefore, ſays the ſame 


Author, be but two certain and infal- 


| E, 


lible interpreters . of | eriprure, either 


* itſelf or the Zaly Ghee the author of 1 it. 
page 18, 8 Remains. : 


The literal, plain and uncontro- 


verſable meaning of ſcripture,” faith 
he, without any addition or ſupply, 


$ 
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a 


by way of interpretation, is that alone, 
which for ground of faith we are ne- 


ceſſarily bound to accept, except it be 


there where the Holy Ghojt himſelf 


2 
treads us out another way. Page 24. 


Only to ground for faith,” ſays he, 


on the plain uncontroverſable text of 
ſcripture, and for the reſt, to expect 
and pray for the coming of our Elias; 

1 N this 


E 


this ſhall compoſe our waverings, and 


give final reſt to our ſouls.' Page 341. 
And on theſe words of the Apoſtle, 


viz. I can do all things through Chriſt 


bat ( enableth or } ftrengtheneth me.* He 
ſays, © I aſk them firſt, as the eunuch 
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does in the Acts, Of whom ſpeaks our 
Apoſtle this, of himſelf or of ſome other 
man? | anſwer both of himſelf and all 
other Chriſtians; for every Chriſtian 
man by reading it as he ought, makes it 
his own; for in reading it as he ought, 
he reads it with the fame ſpirit with 
' which St. Paul wrote it. Page 149. 
And ſays he, Why ſeems it more 
miraculous, to open the eyes of him 
that was born blind, than for every 
one of us to open the eyes of our un- 
derſtanding, which by reaſon of ori- 
ginal corruption, was born blind? For 
by the ſame finger, by the ſame power 
of God, by which the Apoſtles did work 
theſe miracles, doth every Chriſtian do 
this ; and without this finger it is as 
impoſſible for us to do this, as for the 
Apoſtles to do the miracles they did. 


0 Page: 162. 


* Phil, iv. 13. 
7: The 


. r 


"he 


world,* he ſays, © 


* 


1 
© The Chriſtian,” ſays he, © carries a 
© ſhew of weakneſ5 without, but within 


is full of God and Chriſt. Page 166. 


On that text, My kingdom is -6# of this 
To rule the znward 
© man in our hearts and ſouls, to ſet up 
© an imperial throne in our underſtand- 
* ings and wills; this part of our go- 
vernment belongs to God and to 
Chriſt : theſe are the ſubjects, this the 
government of his kingdom. Men may 
be kings of earth and bodies, but Chr: 
© alone is the king of ſpirits and ſouls. 
Page 198, 199 
The kingdom of heaven is within 
you, ſays he, let every man therefore 
' retire into himſelf, and ſee. if. he can 
find hies kingdom in his heart; for if 
he find it not there, in vain: will he 
' (ſeek to) find it in n all the world belides.. 
Page 202. . oh. 
And ſpeaking of the voice of the 
Church, witneſſing to us the truth of 


2 


S M a 


* 


the holy ſcriptures, and their authority, 


as the greateſt, if not the ſole outward, 
means of our conſent to the ſame, he 
adds, But this n aal; fides human 
| * John xviii. 36. 

B fudicio 


N 
* judicio et reſlimonis acquifita;* what ſhall 
* we think of des infuſa ; of the in- 
* ward working of the Holy Ghoſt, in the 
* conſcience of every believer ? How far 
© it is a perſuader unto us of the autho- 
* rity of 7heſe books, I have not much to 
* fay; only thus much in general, that 
« doubtleſs the Holy Ghoſt doth fo work 
in the heart of every true believer, that 
© it leaves a farther aſſurance, ſtrong and 

© ſufficient to ground and ſtay itſelf 
upon.“ Page 330, 331. : 
From the quotations out of this va- 
luable Author, it appears that he under- 
ſtood that the Agures and characters of 
God's Spirit, in the hearts or ſpirits of 
men, and not their own hearts and ſpi⸗ 
rits, were the law, or rule to mankind, 
before the 9u7ward lam was given; and 
that as the Holy Ghoſt, and not man's 
ſpirit, was the author of the holy ſerip- 
tures ; fo, not man's ſpirit, but the Holy 
Get in his light and operation, is an 


_ infallible interpreter of it. That every 


_ Chriſtian man ovght to read it in the 
fame ſpirit, with which it was wrote; 
without which, it is as 7mpſible for our 
underſtandings to be enlightened (as to 
the things of God) as it was for the 

Apoſtles 


* A Faith acquired by human judgment and teſtimony. 


© true teſtimony 


23 


Apoſtles to work. miracles. That God 
and Chriſt have ſet up an imperial throne 
in our underſtandings and wills, to rule 
the inward man in our hearts: (for it 


ſeems according to him, that the znward 


man 1s not to rule but to be ruled). 
That Chrift alone is the King of ſpirits 
and ſouls, and as his kingdom is within, 


ſo every man muſt retire into himſelf to 


find it -Here, if ever he finds it. What 
plainer teſtimonies can there be given to 
the divine illumination and operation of 


the Holy Ghoſt, upon the reaſon, OT. 


underſtandings, and wills of men, as diſ- 
tint from the fame; and not only of 
ſervice,. but of abſolute neceſſity to the 


happineſs of the fouls of men. 


The learned and Judicious Dr. Robert 
Gell, who lived in the reign of King 
Charles the Firſt, and preached a ſermon: 


before him at Newmarket, in the year 


1031, as the prefacer to the two volumes 
of his Notes and Obſervations on the 
New Teſtament ſays, hath theſe remarx- 
able paſſages on. this ſubject i in the ſaid. 


volumes. 


It is impoffible, ſays he, © to give 
of Chriſt, unleſs we 
© know and feel him livingly acting i in 

B.6 _ 


— —̃— — — 


1 
us, in bis * and deed, unleſs we 
can truly and experimentally ſay, that 
: We ba ve ſeen and bear e Vol. I. 
ol. 29 
1 5 Gol 8 imthediaſe voice, fays he, £36 -.. 
that whereby he ſpeaks inwardly unto | 
the man in his heart. Audiam quid in 
me loquatur Dominus, Do ye ſeek a 
prof of Chriſt's Speaking Prog T Fh 
Angel ſpake th. This voice ſpeaking 
in man, is no other, than that inward 
tractus or the drawing of God. & Ibid. 
? And, he faith, © He (God the Fa- 
ther) hath given an unerring guide 
unto the world, his word that ſpeaks. 
to us and in us. That awe (word). 
which hath ſpoken in all men from the 
beginning, and yet ſpeaks.' Ibid 408. 
* How can Chriſt be ſaid to be cru- 
cified in the Galatians? To which,“ 
ſays he, I anſwer, when they yielded 
not unto the motions of his. Spirit in 
'* themſelves, but with/ftood them, re- 
* fied them; when they withſtood the 
C inſpirations of Chr: 21. Lo wed ſtriving 


Ex 


F 
„% K @ 


„ to 


1 11 i. 2. + Pſal. Ixxxv. g. 4 2 Cor. 
xiii, 3. 5 John vi. 44. 
+4 U will hear what the Lord ſhall ſpeak. i in me. 


with 


* 7. 


= 


. Þ 


„ 
with them; when they grieved, when 
they quenched the holy fire in them 
ſelves; when they yielded unto the 
inward Antichrift, uſurping a power 
in them: for both cannot live toge- 
ther. Vol, II. fol; 233. 

Theſe four quotations out of Dr. Gel, 


SS: - 
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contain clear teſtimonies to the Spirit of 


God and Chriſt, as operating in and upom 


man's ſpirit, and as evidently diſtin- 
guiſhed from it. 


Let us hear him again. What he 
(God) promiſed, that he would fill 

his houſe, or temple, with his glory,“ 
what underſtand we but the bodies, 
ſouls and ſpirits of his ſaints, who are 


© his temples, with his Holy 1 


«a => 


A 


| Ibid. fol. 205. 


© God who commanded the light 70 ſhine 

* out of darkneſs, ſhines in our hearts, to 

give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Feſus Chriſt. + 
This divine and glorious light of 
&nonledge,” ſays he, the underſtand- 
ing receiveth from the Sun of Righteouſ= 
neſs; as we receive the ſun beams in 
a glaſs, and as thoſe beget a reſemblance 


® 


* 


A 


* Hag. ii. 7. + 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
- of 


* 


1 


| 4 the ſun from whence they come; 


ſo theſe heavenly rays beget a Madel 


and reſemblance unto God, whence a 
follower of God becomes renewed in 


the. ſpirit of the mind, * that is renewed 
in knowledge, according to the image 
of him that created him. Ibid 274. 

© So that, ſays he, as Chriſt the 


ſubject of the goſpel comes, and 


preacheth zwardly unto men, ſo do 
the miniſters teſtify and preach o] 
wardly; and in this ſenſe, he that hear 
eth you (that is ou7wardly) faith our 


Saviour, he heareth me, i. e. mnwardly : 8 
thus St. Paul came and preached out- 


wardly to the Epheſians. , And Chriſt 


himſelf, came and preached 7nward!ly 


_ unto them (for outwardly we cannot 


underſtand it). & Ibid, fol. 330, 331. 


© The Deity cannot be approached 
unto, 120 he, but by ſomewhat of 


its own; as no man can ſee the fan 
but by its own light.” Ibid. 334 . 
And thus Chriſt, faith he, © is the 
Aiy®-, the eternal living word, which 

hath in all parts of time, come and 


* Eph. iv. 23. + Col. iii, 10. f Ads xix, 
* ſpoken 


8 Eph. ii. 17. 


„ 
* ſpoken to the Patriarchs and Prophets, 
* and all holy men of God thus he 
« preached in and by Noah, a. preacher 
* of righteouſneſs.* This is the w1/dom 
* Cod that lifts up her voice and 
* cries.'F Ibid 5 50. 
And again he Eivs, The Lord ſpeaks 
and writes with the 12 55 of his Spirit 
in the heart.“ Ibid. 
Theſe are but a ſmall amber of the 
many quotations, which might be made 


*i 
18 
4 
Tz 
4 
4 
11 
4} 
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= out of thoſe two excellent volumes, in 
r confirmation of the truth and neceffity 
„of the wmmeazate teachings of God by Bis 
- BB Sprr:, in the hearts of men; as diſtin _ 
/ and diſtinguiſhed from the #eachings 0 
ly man's own ſpirit, reaſon, or wiſdom; and 
t | as highly ſurpatiing the /g47 and opera- 
fs tion of the powers and Jacultiss of our 
4 Jouls and ſpirits, 
„f Dr. Hammond in his Farapbraſt and 
n Annotations upon the New Teſtament, ſays 

| on theſe words, viz. For what man 
e 4nowerh the things of a man, ove the 
h ſpirit of a man which is in him ? even 2 
d the things of God knoweth no man, but 


"e Spirit of Gd; F in his poropmrate 


* 2 Pet, ii. 5. + Prov. viii. 1. 4 1 Cor. ii. 11. 
Een | 85 as 


* 


a a aa 6 


- 


( 4 ) 


as follows, viz. © For as among men 
the thoughts and great concernments 
© and deſigns of a man, though none 
© elſe knoweth them, yet his own ſpirit 
© doth; fo theſe divine matters, though 
none elſe can reveal them to us, 4 
His Spirit can. On verſe 12 he adds, 
And this is that Spirit which we have 
received, the very Spirit of God, (not 
+ the ſpirit which ſuggeſts worldly things 


.® 
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© to us, that inſtruct us in thoſe.)“ 


And on verſe 14 he ſays, But ſuch. 
© things: as theſe, they that are led only 


© by the light of human reaſon, the learned. 


* philoſophers, So. do abſolutely. de- 


ſpiſe.“ And. of the Chriſtian, he ſays 
on verſe 15, © being. not himſelf per- 


ſuaded by. any other arguments, but. 
only by thoſe that he hath. thus re- 
ceived From the Spirit of: God, he can- 
not reaſonably be refuted, by any other 
ſorts of arguments taken from Human 
reaſon or worldly. wiſdom.” Fol. 5 
Here are very plain diſtinctions made, 


between the light. and teaching of the 


Spirit of God, and the things that it 
revealeth on e ee ; and the light 


of the reaſon or ſpirit of man, and the 


things that it is capable of teaching on 
the 


- 


4 


chi-other bead e chic e 


light and influence of the Spirit of God, 
and the light and influence of the reaſon 
or ſpirit of man, are not one, but two 
diſtin& principles, or agents in men; 
and the abſolute neceſſity of divine illu- 
mination for the knowledge of the things 


of God appears. | 


Take one teſtimony more Frans: this 


famous Doctor, to the ſame purpoſe, in 
his Annotation on 1 John iii. 9. viz. 


What vnde, d Sg being born of God, 
ſignifies as hath been noted John i. 
note b. to have received ſome ſpecial 
influence from God, and by the Help or 
power of that, to be raiſed to a pious. 
life. Agreeably, yeywmmwirs w« 73 O be that 
hath been born of God, is literally he 
that hath had ſuch a vlefſed change 
wrought in him, by the operation of 
God's Spirit in his heart, as to be 
tranſlated from the power of darkneſs 
into the kingdom of bis dear Son, tranſ- 
formed in the ſpirit of bis mind, that is 
ſincerely changed from all evil to all 
good, from obedience to the fleſh, 
to an obedience to God.” Fol. 8 31. 
The ingenious and judicious Lock, 
that great admirer and maſter of reaſon, 


who 


A 
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who ſeems to have carried meer under- 


Standing» unaſſiſted to its higheſt pitch, 
and to have made full proof of the abili- 
ties of our natural powers and faculties, 


yielded to the force of theſe truths, and 
confeſſeth that God afords man divine 
illumination, or light and help from Hea- 


ven; of a nature ſuperior to, and con- 


tradiſtinguiſhed from, the light of the 


mind, reaſon or natural ade ae „ 
man, as what is neceſſary for him, to 


_ enlighten and aſſiſt him in the knowledge 


of the things God and true religion. 

I I am far from denying,' faith he, 
that God can or doth ſometimes enlighten 
men's minds, in the apprehending of 
certain truths, or excite them to. good 
actions, by the inmediate influence and 
aAilſiſtance of the Holy Spirit. wok of 
his works, fol. 334. 175% 
Seeking and examining,” ſays he, 
without the ſpecial grace of God, will 
not ſecure, even knowing. and learned 
men, from error.“ Vol. II. fol. 266. 
God alone, ſaith he, can open the 


- 


* 


© ear that it may hear, and open the 


« heart that it may underſtand.” Ibid. 


lol. 269. 


e 


4 


0 


— 


fol. 534. 


(43 7 


c It i is too hard a taſk,” ſaith he, © for 


und f /ied reaſon to eſtabliſh (even) mo- 
rality in all its parts, upon 1ts true 
foundations, 


vincing light. 


Experience ſhews that 


the knowledge of morality, by meer 
natural light (how agreeable ſoever it 
be to it) makes but a flow progreſs, 


and little advance in the world- 


it is plain in fact, that human reaſon 


unaſſiſied failed men in its great and 
proper buſineſs of morality. It never 
from unqueſtionable principles, by 


clear deductions, made out, an entire 


body of the /aw of nature. And he 
that ſhall collect all the moral rules of 


philoſophers, and compare them with 
| thoſe contained in the New Teſlament, 
will find them to come ſhort of the 


morality delivered by our Saviour, and 


taught by his Apoſtles: a college made 
part of ignorant, but 

mſpired, fiſhermen.” 
Here, 


ſtandard, that revelation vouches, and 


up for the moſt 
Jo:1d. fol. 532, 533+ 


fays he, morality has a ſure 


reaſon cannot gainfay nor queſtion ; 
but both together witneſs to come from 


God, the great law = giver. id. 
The 


with a clear and con- 
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© The philoſophers,” ſays he, who 


ſpoke from. reaſon, made not much 
mention of the Deity in the Ethics. 


They depended on Reaſon and her 


oracles, which contain nothing but 


truth: but yet /ome parts of that truth, 
lie too deep for our natural powers 
eaſily to reach, and make plain and 
viſible to mankind, without ſome /g/hz 


from above to direct them.“ 1b:d. 534. 


We are, ſays he, © favourable enough 
to our own faculties to conclude, that 
they of their own ftrength would have 
attained thoſe diſcoveries without an 


foreign aſſiſtance.“ Joid. fol. 534» 


535. 


Many, ſays he, © are beholden to 
revelation who do not acknowledge it. 
It is no diminiſhing to revelation, that 
reaſon gives its ſuffrage too, to the 
truths revelation has diſcovered. But 
it is our miſtake to think, that becauſe 
reaſon confirms them to us, we had the 
firſt certain knowledge of them from 
thence, and in that clear evidence we 
now poſſeſs them. The contrary is 
manifeſt in the 4 fe&ive morality of the 
Gentiles before our Saviour s time. 


bid. fol. 535. 


6 To | 


a K „ 


upon us. 


upon us.“ 


6460 
Fo theſe I muſt add, ſays he, one 


advantage more by Peſus Chriſt, and 
that is, the promiſe of afpſtance. IF 


we do what we can, He will give us 
His Spirit to help us, to do what and 
how we ſhould. It will be idle for 
us, who know not how our own ſpi- 
rits move and act us, to aſk in what 
manner the Spirit of God (hall work 
The 0;/Jom that accompa=- 
nies that Spirit, knows better than we, 
how we are made, and how to work 
Ibid. fol. 537. 
* To a man, ſays he, under the dif- 
ficulties of his nature, beſet with 
temptations, and hedged in with pre- 
vailing cuſtoms; it is no ſmall encou- 


ragement to ſet himſelf ſeriouſly on 


the courſes of virtue, and practice of 


true religion, that he is from a ſure 


band and an almighty arm, promiſed 
aſſiſtance to ſupport and carry: him 


through.“ 16d. fol. 537, 538. 


Here are evident teſtimonies to the 


neceſſity of divine illumination, and clear 


diſtinctions maintained between the light 


of reaſon, our own ſpirits and natural 
powers on the one hand; and Iight from 
above to direct and belp us, or the opera- 


tion 


( 46 ) 
run of the Spirit * God in us, on the 
other hand. 

In his Paraphraſe on 1 Cor. i ii. 10. he 
ſays, But theſe things which are not 
di ſcoverable by man's natural faculties 
© and powers, God hath revealed to us 
* by his Spirit, which ſearcheth out all 
things, even the deep counſels of God; 


* which are beyond the reach of our 
Si abilities to due ver. Vol. III. fol. 
On 1 Cor. iii. 3, 4, is pere hende 
Are ye not carnal, and manage your- 
ſelves in the conduct, both of your 
minds and actions, according to barely 
human principles, and do not as ſpiritual 
men, acknowledge all that mation, 
and all zho/e gifts wherewith the mi- 
niſters of Jeſus Chriſt are furniſhed, 
for the rao of the goſpel, to 
come wholly JOS. the Spirit of God. 
hid. fol. 157. EG 
- Hoe on chap. iv. verſe 7. What 

gifts,” ſays he, of the Spirit, what 
0 e, of the goſpel; has any leader 
© among you, which he received not, as 
© intruſted to him of God, and not ac- 

* quired by his own ee Ibid. 
fol. 160. 


„FFF 


On 
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On 1 Cor. xii. 3. he ſays, For all 

that own our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 

: believe in him, do it by the Spirit of 

t God, 1. e. can do it upon no other 

ground, but revelation coming from the 
8 Spirit of God,” bid. fol. 191, 192. 

1 On 2 Cor. iv. 12, he ſays in his Pa- 

3 raphraſe, * The energy of the Spirit of 


* 


2. 


Ty * Chriſt, whereby he lives in, and gives 
1. (life to thoſe, who belteve 1. in Him. Lid. 
fol. 226. 

8: On 2 Cor. x. 5. tre Preben thus: 
- * Beating down human reaſonings, and 


ar all the towering and moſt elevated ſuper- 
eh © frufures, raiſed thereon by the wit 
ual | © of man, againit the 4now/edge of God, 
Mn, * as held forth in the goſpel, captivating. 
i- © all their notions, and bringing them 
ed, into ſubjection to Ct. 161d. fol. 238. 
to | On Rom. viii. 6. his paraphraſe is, 
od.” Our ſetting ourſelves ſeriouſly and fin- 

Þ © cerely to obey the diftates and directions 
hat 1 of the Spirit; produces lite and Peace. | 
hat bid. fol. 302. 

And in his notes in the 3 8 he 
ſays; * As Chriſt in the fleſh was 
* wholly exempt from all taint of fin j 
© ſo we by that Spirit which was in Aw: 
© ſhall be exempt from the dominion 'of 


6 our 


304. 


c 
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our carnal luſts, if we make it our 
choice, and endeavour to live after the 


Spirit. Ver. 9, 10, 11. For that 


which we are to perform by that Spi- 


rit, is the mortification of the deeds 


of the body. Ver. 17. 


Now, ſays he, it is the Spirit of 


God alone that enlivens men ſo, as to 
enable them to caſt off 25 dominion 97 


Ae, luſts. Tbid. fol. 


Here he (the A poltle) - firs he, 


ſhews, that Chriflians are delivered 


from the dominion of their carnal fin- 


ful Jute, by the Spirit of God, that is 


given to them, and dwells in them, as 
a new quickening principle and power, 


by which they are put into the ſtate of 


a ſpiritual life, wherein their members 
are made capable of being made the 


een of 6 id. fol. 


On Epb. ii. 5. he notes, This 
quickening. was by the Spirit of God, 
given to thoſe, who by faith in Chriſt 


were united to him, Ck members 


of Chriſt and ſons of God, partaking 


of the adoption ; by which Spirit they 
were put into a ſtate of life, (ſee Rom. 


Vil, 9—1 $6 ) and made capable if Rey 
* wou 


© would, to ive to God, and not to obey 


but to give up themſelves to God, as 


or works of theirs, nothing that they 
could do to prepare or recommend them 


nin treſpaſſes and ins, and could do no- 
thing, not make one ſtep, or the leaſt 


gained 


© tain to it. 


( 49 ) 


in in the /ufts thereof, nor yield their 
members znſtruments of fin unto iniquity; 


men alive from the dead, and © AY 


members to God as inflruments of 
© righteouſneſs ; as our Apoſtle exhorts 


© the converted Romans to do.“ Ibid. 
fol. 358. 
On Epb. ii. 8. he notes, No deeds 


« ſelves, contributed ought to the bringing 
them into the Ringdom of God, under 
* the goſpel ; that it was all purely the 

work of grace, for they were all dead 


* motion towards it. Faith which alone 
them admittance, and alone 
opened the 4ingdom of heaven to be- 
* levers, was the ſole gift of Gd; men 
© by their natural faculties could not at- 
It is God here does all by 


* revelation, of what they could never 
* diſcover by their own natural faculties. 


=. "REY vi. 11—13. 
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Ibid. fol. 359. See alſo ibid. fol: 365, +. 


361. to the ſame purpoſe. 


W hat can be plainer, than that it was 3 


the ſenſe of this great writer, that man's 
natural faculties and powers alone, e 


human principles, human reaſon, could 


not prepare, recommend or contribute 


ought, to the bringing men into . 


kingdom of God, under the goſpel ; 


pa. 13 them to make one ſtep, or ihe 
leaſt motion towards it. That men by | 
their own natural faculties, could not 


attain it, or ſo much as diſcover it; as 
being that which is beyond the reach of 


our abilities; but that his is to be diſ- 
covered, revealed and attained to, by the 
immediate influence and aſſiſtance of the 


Holy Spirit only ; ; that this comes 
wholly from the 5p:rif of God, from the | 
energy of the Spirit of God and Chriſt, as 


a new quickening principle and power. 
And this 1s purely the work of grace, 
and the ſole gift of God. 


Which contain clear teſtimonies, that 


the /ight and influence of the Spirit of God, 


operating on man's ſpirit, is of abſolute 


neceſſity; becauſe it alone can give him 
the knowledge and enjoyment of divine 
en and that the diſability of the light 

and 
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and influence of man's ſpirit, reaſon and 


underſtanding is ſuch, that without divine 


help, it is not capable of the great and 
noble purſuits of true piety and religion. 
And therefore it unavoidably follows, 


from his nervous reaſoning, that the 
light and power of God's Spirit, and the 
light and power of man's ſpirit, muſt 


needs be of infinitely different natures 


and kinds. 

The 1 ingenious Monro, vicar * Letter 
Kenney i in the kingdom of Ireland, in the 
ſecond edition of his Fuft Meaſures of the 
prous Inſtitution of Youth, hath among 
many others of like import, the follow- 
ng remarkable paſtages on theſe ſubjects. 

Divine things, ſays he, before 


we can diſcover their beauty, or feel 
| © their efficacy, muſt be ſeen in a divine 


LAY 


light. The natural man, faith St. Paul, * 
that is he that hath nothing in him 
but his corrupted reaſon and faculties, 
and the ſhadowy and oftentimes falſe 
light, that the exerciſe of theſe affords, 
cannot &now the things of the Spirit of 
God know them fpeculatvely and no- 
tionally as the Devzls do, he may; but 


* 
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* formed by them, and conformed to them, 
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know them aivinely, fo as to be trans- 


he cannot : the reaſon 1s plain, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned ; that is, 
they are truly and ſavingly known by 
the z/lumination of the H * only. 


Part 24, P. 331. 


For it is certain, ſays he, that all 


true Chriſtians in every age, are aroited | 
with the ſame Spirit, that the Huly 


eſus himſelf was, otherwiſe they are 


not Vue Chriſtians. For the very im- 
port of that worthy name is to be 


anointed, that is, to be led, taught, 


governed and ſanctified by the Holy | 
Spirit. 


any man, faith St. Poul,* hath 


not the "Spirit of Chrift, he is none of 
his : beſides, I would fain aſk thoſe 


who deny, that any other /ight is ne- 


ceſſary i in order to know God and di- 


vine things, ſavingly, but that of rea- 


fon, aſſiſted by outward revelation ; 


what tolerable ſenſe they will put on 
the devout and ardent breathings of 


© the Plalmiſt, + Open mine eyes, teach 
ine thy ſtatutes, | give me underſtanding , 
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and the like, which he repeats at every i 
turn. To be ſure the Pſalmiſt had as {| 
great and as many advantages, as others Il 
* can pretend to ; he had the benefit of. il 
© a qworitten law, and the miniſtry of ex- 
« traordinary prophets, and no doubt 
had as good natural faculties as his 
* ncighbours; and yet he ſaw the neceſ- 
ſity of another light, in order to- be 
divinely inſtructed, Bid. 
When we have liſtened unto,” ſays 
he, and complied with the ward calls 
* and motions (of the Spirit) He (God) 
comes and takes poſſeſſion of us, and 
dwells in us, as in his living temples: | 
* and then it 1s, that we are beak. 
illuminated and taught. Ibid. 335. 

| © For the Holy Spirit, fays he, © can— 

not dwell in unholy hearts; He may 
indeed, and actually doth viſit wicked. 
men, with the gracious deſigns of 
« awakening them out of their ſinful 
flumbers; urging and. importuning 
them to their duties, and afiiſting in 
the diſcharge of them; but take up 
his reſidence in them, and abide with 
them, he cannot. For what fellowſhip 
can light have with darkneſs? How 
incongt uous as well as impoſſible is it, 
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that the Spirit of purity and joy, of 


love and peace, of unity and harmony, 


of ſweetneſs and benignity, ſhould be 


ſtrictly united to, familiarly converſe 


with, and conſtantly dwell in /ouls, 
that are ſenſual and earthly, wrathful 


and furious, revengeful and malicious, 


jarring and uneaſy, ſour, difordered 
and melancholy ; theſe things are con- 


trary the one to the other, and cannot 


polubiy ſort together.“ ' Ibid. 336. 


Neither, ſays he, can we hear the 
voice of the Holy Spirit, nor receive 


any profit from his loving care, to in- 


ſtruct us, as long as our minds are diſ- 
tracted and our attention diverted, by 
the cares and concerns of the world, 
by the tumults of our unruly paſſions, 
by inordinately pleaſing our ſenſuality, 
and indulging ourſelves the liberty of 
ſpeculating vainly. His gentle voice 
is heard only in ſlence and recollection, 
when the mind is ſerious and undiſ- 


turbed, our paſſhons huſhed and the 


world ſecluded. 410d. 340, . 
* The Holy Spirit,” ſays he, © ſpeaks 
inwardly and immediately to the ſoul; 


* for God is a ſpirit, the ſoul is a ſpirit; nd 


6 


they converſe with one another input 
| not 


(5s ) 
not by words but by ſpiritual notices, 
* which however are more intelligible 


than the moſt eloquent ſtrains in the 


world. God makes himſelf to be heard 
by the ſou], by inward motions, which 


it perceives and comprehends propor- 


tionably, as it is voided and empticd of 
_earthly ideas; ſo much the more the 


faculties of the ſoul. ceaſe their own 
operations, and the more ſenſible and 
intelligible are the motions of God 
to it. Theſe zwmmediate communica- 
tions of God with the ſouls of men, 
are denied and derided by a great 
many; but that the Farther of Spirits 
ſhould have no converſe with our 
ſpirits, but by the intervention only of 
outward and foreign objects, may juſtly 
ſeem ſtrange, eſpecially when we are 
fo often told in holy ſcripture, that we 
are the temples % the Holy Ghoſt, and 
that God e in all 8804 men: and 


why the Holy Spirit's ſpeaking in- 
wardly to the fouls of men, his umi- 
ating, teaching and working in them 
immediately, ſhould be treated in ridi- 
cule, and be made a ſubject of drollery 


and jeſt, L know no reaſon, but that 
men are {0 lunk into carthlineſs and 
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„ 
carnality, that they have quite loſt all 
ſenſe and reliſh of divine and ſpiritual 


things, and therefore think fit to deny, 
what by reaſon of their indiſpoſition, 
and liſtleſsneſs they can have no expe- 


rience of,” 


But that our thoughts, ſays hs of 


this important particular may be diſ- 


tinct and clear, we mult conſider that 


the Holy Spirit ſpeaks to two ſorts of 
Sata Iſt, to ſuch as are in a ſtate of 


and importunes to return, by inward 
motions and impreſſions, by ſuggeſting 
good thoughts, and prompting to pious 
reſolutions, by checks and controuls, 


by conviction of fin and duty; ſome- 


times by frights and terrors, and other 


whiles by love and endearments. Thus 
he is ſaid to „land at the door and knock* 


and when any by the ſtrength where- 
with he hath already 7/pired them, do 
ſincerely abandon and forlake their fins, 


turn to God, and abſolutely reſign 
themſelves to his conduct and opera- 


tions, then they are ſaid to hear His 
volce, and oper the e and accord- 


* 3 ili. 20. 
« ingly 
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, ingly he enters in, and takes poſſeſſion 
of them; and if they continue faith- 
ful to him, and do not return again to 
folly x, he will continue to carry on 
© to perfection, that which he hath gra- 
* ciouſly begun, On the other hand,. 
* when, notwithſtanding all his loving 
c faliciuitions; men do {ſtill cheriſh and 
© cleave to their luſts, and perſevere in a 
I ſtate of fin, they are then ſaid to ref? 
* the Holy Ghoſt , whereby their con— 
* dition becomes very deplorable, and 
© their converſion very difficult; for the 
more men reſiſt the importunities, and 
* ſtifle the motzons of the Holy Spirit, the 
© ſtronger do the chains of their corrup- 
tion and ſervitude become. Every new 
act of {in gives it a degree of ſtrength, 
* and conſequently puts a new. obſtacle 
in the way of converlion, and when ſin 
is turned into an inveterate and rooted 
habit (which by reiterated commiſſions. 
and long continuance it is) then it be- 
© comes a nature, and is as difficultly 
* altered as nature is. Can the Ethiopian. 
8 A his colour, or the leopard his 


; Jpats ? = Then may you 44% ao good 10 bo are 
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* Pal. Ixxxv. 8. + Acts. vii. 51. 
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accuſtomed to do evil *? So that in this 
caſe the converſion of men becomes 


morally impoſſible; for though the mer- 


cies andgraces of God do never fail; and 


though the Holy Spirit continues his 
ſolicitations; yet when men, by a long 
and and wilful continuance in fin, have 
fo hardened themſelves, that they be- 
come ſtupid and wholly inſenſible to 


the divine calls and voice; then the 


Holy Spirit abandons them to their 
own conduct. But my people faith God, 

by the royal e would not bear ken 
to my voice, and Iſrael would none of me; 


* /o I gave them up to their own hearts 


4 


luſis, and they walked in their own coun- 


a of 


This weighty con ſi deration ſhould 
oblige parents, with all poſſible ſeriouſ- 


neſs, to recommend to their children, 


that they fail not betimes toliſten to the 


calls and voice of the Holy Spirit; and 


that they may be infinitely tender of 
reſiſting his gracious importunities.“ 
* This good ſpirit begins very foon to 


attack young hearts, that he may win 


them to the love of God, and engage 
„ den 


* Jer. xiii. 23. + Pſal, Ixxxi. 17, 12. 
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5 them to remember their Creator in the 
days of their youth. And oh happy, 


yea thrice happy, they who comply 


with theſe early motions, and who do 
not liſten to the ſly and cunning inſinu- 

ations of a tempting devil, a flattering 
world, and a deceiving fleſh! Oh ho- 
eaſy and delightful would conver/ion to 


God, and the obedience of his commands 


be, if we. gave ear to the firſt calls of 
the divine grace, and did ſet about the 
« work of our ſalvation, while our hearts 


are tender and flexible, and before we 


have contracted vicious habits; whereas 


if we neglect and delay it, and follow 


the ſwing of corrupt nature, and the 
conduct of the wicked world, and liſten 
to the fallacious propoſals of the great 
enemy of our ſouls; as our converſion 
will become extremely difficult, yea 
and next to impoſſible; ſo if ever we 
' ſhall be prevailed with, heartily to en- 


gage in it; it will be infallibly attended: 


with moſt piercing ſorrows and agonies, 
with fears and anxieties, horrors and 


tremblings, with doubts and uncer— 


tainties, and a thouſand other racking 
and bitter ingredients, 


Co © 2dly. 


e 
* 2dly, He ſpeaks to ſuch as are in a 


fate of purity, that is, to ſuch as by his 
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powerful operations have crucified the 


fleſh with the affeftions and luſts*, are 
ſanctiſied in foul, body and 7 ＋, and 
cleanſed from all flebineſr f. Theſe are 
indeed the femples of the Holy Ghoſt, 
wherein he hath actually org up his 
reſidence, with theſe he entertains a 
© moſt amicable and delightful converſe; 
© he ſpeaks to them peace and conſola- 
tions. He will ſpeak peace to his people 


and to his faints\, he ſpeaks in them. 


Becauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth: 


the ſpirit of his Son into your hearts, 


crying Abba, PFather\|. He inſpires 
© 'their prayers with devout and filial 
* affections, and makes interceſſions for 
* them with fighs and groans that cannot 
be uttered **, He guides and manages 
them. The Sons of God are led by the 
Spirit of God d, he makes his bleſſed 

fruits, righteouſneſs, peace, joy, and 


vine love, more and more to abound 
in them; he confirms them in good- 


neſs, perſuades them to perſeverance, 


* Gal. v. 24. + 1 Theſ. v. 23. + 2 Cor. viii. 1. 


§ Pal. lxxxv. 8, | Gal. iv. 6. ** Rom. viii. 26. 
$$ Kom. vili. 14. 
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and ſeals them to the day of redemp= 
tion *, ibid. 344, to 348. 

Again, . ye then being evil, know: 
how: to give oily gifts unto your chil- 
Aren, how much more will your heavenly 
Father your the Holy Spirit to them that 
off him 4. 

e 0 " the prerogative of the goſpel 
' ceconomy, that it is the adminiſtration 
of the ſpirit;. and it is the privilege 
of all fincere chriſtians, not in ore neu, 
but in every age, to have this 5 
made good to them: that is, truly to 
© receive the Holy Ghoſt, which nog 
in them a /zvng ſource, or principle of 
purity and healing, of life and power, 
of wiſdom and counſel, of joys and. 
conſolations, and in a word of all 
divine and heavenly graces, which there- 
* fore are called in holy (cripture, che 
2 of the Spirit. Part iti. p. 212. 
The foul (ſays he) being thus raiſed 
; from the death of fin, and rn 
* again, is divinely animated; and diſ- 
covers that it is alive by the vital ope- 
© rations Which it perforins, and by the 
n due exerciſe of his nobler Jas culties, 


* Eph. iy, 39 t Luke xi. 13. 
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which are now awakened and invigo- 


rated; and the % which it lives, in 
conſequence of ſo bleſſed a change, 


mult be truly excellent and ſublime. 


Tis this that I am in the next place to 
evince, and the truth of it will appear 


if we conlider, 1ſt, The ſource whence 


this life is devivetts for ſuch as the 
ſource is, ſuch mult be the freams that 


iſſue from it. If the former be of an 
excellent nature and quality, ſo muſt 
the latter be likewiſe. Now it 1s cer- 


tain that the /ource, whence the life 


I am ſpeaking, of flows, is /uper- 


natural and divine; for it comes from 


above, even from him with whom. ts the 


Jountain of life*, and whoſe preroga- 


tive it is, to give liſe unto the dead. 
It is God, faith St. Paul, that quick- 


' neth thoſe that are dead in treſpaſſes and 


fins. And our Lord informs us that 


it is He who communicates theſe living 
dt rs, which become in the ſouls of 


ſuch as defire and admit of them, a 
be of water ſpringing up into ever- 
laſting life I: and hence may. appear the 
reaſon why the Apoſtle gives this life 


„ Pſal, xxxvi. 9. + Eph. Il, * 42.3. 
| 1 John! iv. 10, 14. 


0 the 


(@ 
the deſignation of the life of Ged'*; 4 
namely, becauſe it is an emanation from 
him, and breathed into the ſoul by his 
Spirit of life and power; which con- 
ſideration, as it ſufficiently evinces the 
excellency of this life, and juſtly enti- 
© tles it to the character of divine, as 
being a derivation from a divine origi = 
© nal; ſo hkewile it clearly points out 
unto us the way how we may come to 
be partakers of it; which, without 
doubt is by addrefling with frequency 
and fervour its adorable author and 
cauſe ; for he hath promiſed, that if e 
© aſk we ſball receive, if we ſeek we ſhall 
And; and if we knock is ſhall be opened 
unto us; and that paſſage of his in his 
converſe with the woman of Samara, If | 
* thou kneweſt the gijt of God, and who it 
© 7s that ſaith unto thee, give me to drink, 
© thou would'ſt have aſked of him, and he 
* would have given thee living watery, 
plainly lets us ſee, that our devour = 
prayers and pious importunities, are 


the means of deriving. the divine 4 tfe 
into our fouls. 


„Ech. l. 18. 1 Mat. vis 7,8. | $ John iv. 10. 
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© The excellency of this life, appears 
from the noble principle that influences 
it; for a /j/e that owes all its vzral 


mottons and operations to a principle 


that is Heavenly and ſubſime, cannot but 
be excellent; and will diſcover that it 


is ſo by its inclinations and deſires, by 
its deſigns and aims, by all its actions 
and carriages, and by the ſecret breath- 


ings and tendencies of the inward man; 


which certainly muſt be quite other 

than thoſe which fleſh and blood and 
corruption, do inſpire withal; for ſince 
they proceed from a nobler principle, 
they muſt conſequently be of a higher 


and more excellent ſtrain. Now as to 


the principle of that life which the 


' regenerate do live, we are to obſerve, 
that the holy Scriptures uſe a 155 


variety of expreſſions „ 3 
90 


for it is repreſented ſometimes b | 
dwelling in them ; ſometimes by Chriſt 
living in the heart+; at other times, and 
very frequently, by e law of the Spirit 
of Life 171 Chriſt Jeſus, or the Holy 
| Ghoſt Man and influencing the 


inner man ; finally by the emblem of 


* 2 Cor. vi. PF 1 Joh. iv. 12, + Gal. ii, 20. 


1 Rom. viii. 2, to 6, &c. 3 
ſiuing 


N 


K 


N 


living waters, ſpringing up as a well 


in the foul *. The relult of all theſe 
different ways of ſpeaking, amounts in 


thort to this great and important truth; 
namely, that a certain intimate and 
operative preſence of God in the foul, 
is that noble principle of the new life, 


which we are inquiring after. Lis 


this preſence that, by its mighty energy, 
and divine force, communicates a hea- 
venly vigour and {prightlineſs unto the 
inward man. Tis it that powerfully 
touches and moves our nobler faculties; 
that not only dilales and aFZuates our 
capacities, but allo delightſully enter- 
tains and ſatis fies them; for it is the 
light of the underſtanding, and the 


ſovereign good of the will; it is the ov 


that raviſhes, and the /u//neſs that al lays. 
the eager thirſt of the ſoul. We ought 
always when we have occation to con- 
ſider or diſcourſe of this ſubje&, care- 
fully to remember that the ſoul of man 
was originally deſigned 2% lodge the 
Deity; and that for that end it was en- 
dued with capacities vaſtly great and 
large, and tuch as no created object, 


Joh. iv. 14. 


* bear 
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nor even all the creatures together, do 


bear any proportion unto; it being only 
an finite object, that can give entire 
repoſe and quiet to thoſe boundleſs de- 
fires, which we are conſcious do move 
and ftir in our boſoms. Now the 
bleſſed God, that znfinttely perfect and 


moſt communicative being, is this ob- 


ject; and he is ſo, not merely after an 


ideal manner, as when we employ our 
active powers in the contemplation of 
him and his excellencies; in which caſe 
'tis not himſelf, but ſome ſhadowy and 
languid pictures of him, ſome faint 
reſemblance of his perfections, that are 
immediately prefented to our minds, 
But he is then the beatrfying object, 
when he is rea/ly and effcaciouſly preſent 


in the ſoul; and manifeſts his being 
there by his divine operations, and 
the gracious communications which he 


makes of his light, and grace, and in- 
effable joys. This b/isful Preſence, the 
regenerate who are delivered from the 
dominion, and cleanſed from the in- 


purilies of ſin, have recovered again; 
and it is on the account of it, that they 


are ſaid to be an habitation of God 


e the Siri, and the temples of 


« the 


DL 


the Holy Gfoß *, for that good ſpirit 
takes poſe of them, reſides in their 
hearts, becomes the mover, enligbtener, 
and director of all their faculties and 


powers, gives a new and heavenly tinc- 
ture, and tendency to all their incli- 


nations and deſires, and in one word, 


is the great ſpring of all that they 
think, or do, or ſay, and hence it is 
that they are ſaid to walk no more after 


the fleſh, but after the ſpirit, and to be 
led by the Spirit of God . Paſſages 


which intimate very plainly, that theſe 


happy ſouls are not any more under 
the conduct and power of corruption, 


nor actuated by feb and Sh; but thata 


divine and more excellent principle ani— 


mates, and influences them; even the 


Holy Ghoſt, who now is become domi- 


nant in the inward man, and exerts 
his mighty efficactes there; all things 


that were inconſiſtent with his preſence 


and operations, being removed and done 
away. 


From what,” ſays he, TI have ſaid on 
this head, may apear the fundamental 
reaſon, why the inſpirations and com- 


Eph, Lis: 22, 1 Cor. vi. 19. + Rom. vill. I, 14. 
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' munications of the Holy Spirit ought 


not to be looked on as favours peculiar 


only to certain perſons and to, certain 
times, but ſhould be confidered as com-. 


mon bleſlings; tor they are ſuch as were 
originally intended for all mankind; and 
whereot all are capable by virtue of 


their creation, as having every one of 
them the faculties and powers that are 
neceilary for ſo noble an end. And 
belides, the happineſs and perfection of 


human nature, and that by which man 


be. omes a living image and repreſen- 


tation of the Deity, conſiſts in the /u- 
minous, operative and intimate preſence 


of G by his Spirit in the ſoul; ſo that 


one may as well confine mankind, as 


limit the zuſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt, 
to fome perſons and ages of the world. 
'Tis true, all men by their apoſtacy 
from God, and the degeneracy and cor- 
ruption of their natures, have forfeited 


this glorious privilege; but then as their 


capacities for it do ill continue, ſo it is 


ſtill recoverable, and the regenerate we 
ſee do actually recover it. And indeed 


all, who through the ſpirit do mortify the 
deeds of the body, and Erucity and ex- 


. tinguiſh the old man with his Ws will 
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feel and experience the power and ap- 
pearances of the Divine Preſence; which 
will certainly manifeſt itſelf proportion- 
ably, as purity and righteouſneſs do ad- 
vance in the inner man. A great and juſtly 


celebrated author (pag. 104. ed. 5.) in his 


Account of the Beginning and Advances 
of a Spiritual Life, after having laid it 
down as a facred and certain truth, 

which none who have any acquaintance 
with the :nward ways of God, can fo 
much as queſtion, namely, that there 
is a new birth, and a divine inward ope- 
ration of the Spirit of God, which does 
conſtantly exert it ſelf in the ſouls of 


his children, and more eſpecially in 


their regeneration; and having allo in- 
formed us (pag. 105.) that the formal 
character of the new diſpenſation, by 
which it is diſtinguiſhed from that of 


Moſes, is this, that in it we ſhall have 


a new heart, and new ſpirit put within 
us; that we ſhall be taught of God; and 
that his Spirit ſhall be poured out on al! 


fleſh ; he delivers himſelf yet further 


concerning this matter, in theſe remark- 
able words. This, ſaith he, is moſt irre- 
ligiouſly reſtrained to the extraordinary 


effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt on the day 
of 


* 
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of Pentecoſt, or to other miraculous gifts 
of the Spirit in thoſe beginnings of 


Chriſtianity. This is clearly contrary, 


both to the promiſes of the Old Teſta- 
ment and the whole current of the New; 


and to nothing more than to our Savi- 
our's divine prayer, wherein he expreſ- 


ſes that he was not interceding for his 
diſciples only, but for all that ſhould be- 
lie ve on his name through their word X. 
So that all thoſe /ub/ime effects of the 
divine Spirit, being one in God, that 
Chriſt might be in them, and that the 
love wherewith the Father loved the Son, 
might be in them, are there prayed for 
in behalf of all believers. Wherefore, 
if any that bear the Chriſtian name, are 
not animated and influenced by the Holy 


Ghoſt; which alas! is the caſe of too 


too many; the reaſon certainly is, be- 


cauſe they are not fa:7hbful to the offers, 


nor improve the advantages of the got- 


pel ; and more eſpecially becauſe they 
do not comply with the preventing calls 


of this good Spirit; who by the ſecret 


touches and inſinuations of his grace, 
lovingly importunes them to turn and 


© live; 


„ 

: live; for though he ſtrives long with 
ungrateful and rebellious mortals, yet 
at laſt, when they obſtinately perſiſt in 
© their oppoſition to his gracious opera- 
tions, and ſtifle all his kind motions 
and ſuggeſtions, chuſing rather to be 
under the conduct and impreſſions of 
their eld man and corruptions, than 
under his guidance and divine influences, 
he 1s juſtly provoked to withdraw from 
them, and to abandon them to Fheir 
* own lufls*, Part ili. page 402 to 
408. -- © 
This male. author hath ſet this 
matter in an exceeding good light: his 
expreſſions are ſo clear and evident, and 
his diſtinctions between man's reaſon, or 
the natural powers and faculties of his 
ſoul, and God's divine light, or the in- 
fluence and operation of his Holy Spirit, 
ſo uniform and conſiſtent; the gecęſſity of 
knowing divine illumination and the imme- 
diate voice and operation of God's Spirit, 
in and upon our ſpirits, and the faculties 
and powers of our ſouls, in order to the 
ſaving knowledge of God, peace with him 
bere, and felicity and endls 5 happineſs with 


* Pſal. Ixxxi. 12. 
him 
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him hereafter, that it is ſcarce poſſible 
any thing ſhould be plainer and better ſaid 
to the purpoſe; and made more evident, 
than that the beavenly light and operation 
of God's Spirit in us, is infinitely different 
from, and of 'a- ſuperior nature to, the 
dim light of meer human reaſon, and its 


5 operations in us. 


CHAP. VI. 
of the freedom and liberty of man regard- 
ing bis choice of goed or evil; and of 
* the ſenſible and experimental operations 
and viſitations of the Spirit -4 God in 
the ſoul of man. 


HE working ate lein of God 
by his moſt bleſſed Spirit in the 


15000 of men, in order to their repentance 
and reformation is not irreſiſtible, but 
ſuited to man's rational nature and Iree— 
dom of choice and action. For man is 


not a neceſſary agent (if I may fo ſpeak) 
but a free agent; and therefore he is an 


accountable creature for his condud? and 


behaviour in this world ; and for that 


reaſon 


a 
7 


at 


( 73 ) 


reaſon becomes a proper object of re- 


wards and puniſhments in the next life ac- 


cording as his works have been in this. 
For if we were neceſſary agents, or 
agents whoſe actions were not free and 


voluntary, of our own choice; but we were 


forced irreſiſtably to action, by an irre- 
vocable decree of the Almighty God, or 
by his pre-ordination, we ſhould be like 


meer flocks or ſiones in his hand, and move 
as the orbs in the planetory ſtem do, 


without the leaſt liberty or choice of 
ation; and therefore, ſhould be entire] 

unaccountable for any and even all the 
baſe, irreligious and moſt inhuman actions 
which we do or can do; and no reward 
or puniſhment could in juſtice or the 
reaſon of things be due to us for any 


good or. bad actions. 


Religion would indeed 1 be what the 


religious ſeem to deſire it ſhould be, 
viz. a meer ſham or nullity. 


For to what purpoſe, and how pre- 
poſterous would it be, to call men to 
repentance and amendment of life, when 
at the ſame time they have no necd of 
repentance? ſince they are all doing of his 
will, and cannot help 1t; all obedient to 
his pre-ordination, becauſe it was impoſ- 
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| ſible for them to reſiſt the irreſiſtable ve 

impelled upon them by the Almighty. 
80 that this Yypotbeſis in my opinion, 
tends directly to an utter aboliſhing of 
the notions of virtue and vice, and to ex- 


tirpate the ſame out of the minds of 


mankind. 


But Almighty God hath not impelled 


on us ſuch an irreſiſtable force to either bad 
or good actions; as our own experience, as 


well as the reaſon of things fully evince: 


for we feel he hath given us a liberty and 
freedom to chuſe or refuſe good or evil 
actions; to turn our thoughts hither and 


thither, from one object to another, and 


change our actions at pleaſure, ſo that 
whatſoever liberty and poder we loſt in 
Adam, regarding divine things, we have 


regained by Jeſus Chriſt. 


True it is, an confſidered in Adam in 


5 the fall, abſtractly, is a very weak and 


impotent creature, regarding God and ſpi- 
ritual things, and'can do nothing in that 


reſpect without Chriſt or his dzvine Help; 
bu man conſidered as the purchaſe of the 
| beloved Son of God, to whom as ſuch he 


gives light and power, can by virtue 


thereof, "4 all things neceſfary for 
n and n God acceptably. And 


therefore 
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therefore it is but reaſonable, that we 


ſhould account for our actions to him, and 
receive a juſt retribution from him in a 
future ſtate, according to our works in 


this world, whether they ſhall be good 
or bat; which the revelations of the will 


of God, contained in that holy book the 


Bible, give a clear and evident account 
of: ſo that there is nothing in this ſtate 
of trial and probation here, that men 
ought to be more ſolicitous about, than 
that of pleaſing God in walking in his 
ways, and doing of his will and com- 
mandments. 

And the Spirit of Godalſo N wit- 
neſs in the hearts of men to the will of 
God, fo plainly and experimentally, that 


I conceive it to be impoſſible for any 


ſober men, who retire their minds from 
the creatures and things without them, 
and empty their ſouls of all earthly 
ideas, and then fix and ſtay their hearts 


and thourhts on God, ſteadily waiting on 


him, and humbly walking with him, in. 
a holy and daily /e/f-denial and croſs to 
their carnal and ſinful appetites and paſ- 


ſions, which they have power from Jeſus 


Chriſt to do. I ſay, I take it to be im- 
poſſible for /ouls ſo diſpoſed, and given 
D 2 dd 


0 RF - 
up to the will of God, truſting in the 
Lord Fehovah, to miſs or fall ſhort of a 
ſenſe and feeling in themſelves, of the 
experimental work and evidence of God's 
_Jprrit in their ſouls; to enlighten them 
| in a ſweet and bleſſed manner concerning 
the will of God, and what he requires 
of them; confonant to the acctrine of 
the Goſpel, and witneſſing to the 7ruths 
contained in the Bible, as coming from 

God, through his izſpiration of thoſe 

1 holy men who ſpake them. 
5 And ſuch men ſo turned to God, and 
| | enlightened by him, cannot fail of feeling 
in their hearts a being guickened and 
Strengthened to holy and prous actions, to 
live ſoberly, righteoujly and godly in this 
world: in ſuch ſouls an abborrence is 
begot to vile and evil actions, as a ſhame 
to human nature, as well as an offence 
to God, as an unmanly and brutal courſe 
of life, and therefore very diſpleaſing to 
God: who made us men, that we ſhould 
live like men, and act becoming rational 
creatures, and not like brute beaſts, be- 
low our rational nature, but behaving 
ourſelves to our own. honour as well as 


his, 


For 


1 


For every evil and ſinful af is an 


irrational aft; every exceſſive and gifor- 


derly appetite and paſſion is a marring 
5 abuſing the man who gives way to 

; bringing ſhame upon him in the 
pin of others, and which he cannot 


but be aſhamed of himſelf when he 


thinks like a man, when he retroſpects 
on his actions, and reflects as becomes a 
rational creature. The Apoſtle might 
therefore very well aſk en/zghtened and 
quickened ſouls, what fruit (or profit) had 
you then in thoſe things wee, you are 
now aſbamedd? 

For as there is both light and quicken- 
ing virtue, in the rays and beams of the 
outward fun, in the outward firmament; 


ſo there is both igt and quickening virtue 


in the rays and beams of the inward and 


divine Sun of the ſoul (called in ſcrip- 
ture the Sun of Righteouſneſs FT) in the 


ard hana of God s power in the 


"And where is even the earthly minded 
man, that at ſome time or other doth 
not meet with a vation of God within 


* Rom. vi. 21. + Mal. iv. 2. 
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his own foul, though unſought after by 
him; that ſets his fins in order before 


him, and pricks him to the very. heart 
for the ſame? This is the day of God to 
the foul: This is the time in which the 
Spirit of God ftrives with man®* for his 


redemption and ſalvation from fin : This 
is the ſeaſon, in which God would 


gather the ſoul to himielf, as a Hen 


i gathers her chickens under her wings. 


But if men will not be fo gathered, 


if they will have their own ways, and 
not God's ways; for they have their 


choice; then their ſouls will become 


deſolate, and their condemnation will be 
juſt, for this (ſaid our Saviour) 7s the con- 
demnation, that light is come into the world, 
(into the hearts of ſenſual, finful and 


worldly minded men) 4#t men (fuch brutal 


men) /ove darkneſs (their dark and wicked 
ways) rather than light, (ihan the light 


of God in their hearts) becauſe thtir deeds 


are evil. For every one that doth evil, 
batetb the light, neither cometh to the light 
(though the light at certain times com- 


eth to bin) his dende ae be 


® Gen, yi, J + Matt, xxiii. 37. 
reproved 
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reproved or diſcovered (which he don't 


like to ſee and feel in himſelf reproof : and 
condemnation for)#, 


Until therefore this ligbt of God in 


the /ou/, is come to by men, its coming 


to them, is not like to reform them. 
Nothing will ever reform the finful and 


degencrate world, but their coming to 
the /zg hr and walking i in it. Men may, 
and fome even do, make a fair ſhew in 
the fleſh, which will prove but like the 
morning dew, if they don't come to the 
pirit, and bring forth the fruits of the 
ſpirit, as the effecks of a vital and "Ong 
principle in the foul. 

The /ight of God is come to men 


univerſally, for Chriſt is the true light, 


_ which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the worlds. But oh that men would as 
univerſally come to the divine light / by 
abſtracting their thoughts and minds very 
frequently from the creatures and things 
of this world around them, to wait upon 
and attend the z//ummations thereof, and 
to be enlivened in their ſouls to a heaven- 
ly love; to the true and real love of 


* John iii, 19, 20. + John i. 9. 
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God and the things that belong to their 


everlaſting peace and ſalvation. 
God will then give us as much 


ſtrength as we want, if we do actually 8 


and indeed truly truſt in him, who is 
the Lord ebovab, in whom. there is 
everlaſling ſtrengtb.* If we yield our- 
ſelves to him, and the faculties and 
powers of our ſouls, as inſtruments of 


righteouſneſs to him, ꝓ for we ourſelves 
mult have a hand in our own ſalvation, 
and the working of it out with fear and 


trembling, with a real conſciouſneſs 
and care of our actions; with a fear of 
offending him, and with a trembling at 
his word. And in order to our help 


therein, he will work in us to will and to 


da of his good pleaſure. He will 


ſtrengtben us with * 7 his Spirit in 
the inner man. 


And it is in vain for us to expect the 


coming of the kingdom of God in our 
ſouls, as a dominant and ruling power 
there, if we keep our hearts from him, 


and will have our own. will and ways ; 


* Iſa, Ri. Rom. vi. FO + Phil. ii. 12. 
| & Verſe 13. Eph, iii. 10. 


Will 
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will eat our own bread and wear our own 
apparel,* and be contented with a name 
to live, while we remain dead in treſ- ” 
paſſes and fins. For it is the doing of 
the will of God in earth, as it is done in 
heaven, that qualifies us for witneſſes of 
the kingdom of God to come with power 
and rule in our hearts, + for God will 
not ſave us, and take to his rule and 
reign in us againſt our wills, but with 
our wills; he will be ſought unto by us 
for this ee e favour, we muſt yield 
_ ourſelves to him, in order to become 
ſubjetts of his kingdom of grace here, that 
we may become fit for his kingdom of 
glory hereafter. 

In which bleſſed yielding ourſclves to 
God, we ſhall in a very heavenly manner, 
be delighted with the fruition of his lu- 
minous preſence, and overcoming love 
and goodneſs in our hearts and ſouls, TY 

his ſervice here on earth, and be aſſured 

beyond all heſitation and doubt whatſo- 
ever, that if we perſevere in his will and 
way to the end, we ſhall not miſs a 


_ crown of righteouſneſs | in the kingdom * 
| @orld to come, to all eternity. Theſe 


* Ta, iv. 1. 4 Mark ix. 1. t 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
Es 


are things truly worth minding, when 
all the things of this world, in compa- 
riſon of them, are but lean, empty and 
inſignificate appearances, that periſh 
with the "uſing, that will ftay with us, 
or we with them, but for a moment; 


when the love of God, and the peace 1 


and joy of the Holy Ghoſt will never 
fail us, as we habituate ourſelves to walk 
uprightly with him, and do his com- 
mandments in this life, and will in the 

end lead us forth into an ocean of divine 
love for ever and ever. To 5 


I 


CHAP. VIL 
"Of fouls 


DD EAS ON, that noble power and 
IX faculty of the ſoul of man, which 
ſuits or adapts him for the knowledge of | 

things human and divine, muſt have the 
regards paid which are due to it. For 

though it is not ſufficient of itſelf, to 
give man the ſaving knowledge of God, 
and of things which are heavenly ; yet 


on 


t 
| 
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without it, it dove not appear, how that 


knowledge can be conveyed to us by the 


light and operation of the Divine Spirit: 


or how man could know God without 


this faculty, any more than he can with- 
out that ſupernatural Agent. It is on 


| man's ſpirit that God's Spirit works, to 


make him a new creature, a child of 
God, and heir of Heaven. And though. 


the diſcoveries, which the Divine Spirit 
makes of religion and the things of God, 


are more ſublime than man's reaſon could 
have made, yet are they not, when they 


ſhine in upon the underſtanding, diſſo- 


nant or repugnant to it: for there is an 
excellent harmony in well diſpoſed 


minds, between the Meet of Heaven 
and right Reaſon. 


Reaſon is given us -by our bountiful 


Maker, not only for tranſacting the af- 
fairs of this life; but, as divinely enlight- 
ened, to diſtinguiſh between what comes 
from God, as his will to be done by us 
on earth, in order to happineſs in Hea- 
ven, and the wiles of Satan, as well as 
the imaginations and inventions of men 
in religion: let their pretences be never 
to ſpecious, in which they ſeek them- 


DP 6 ſelves, 


ſelves, and to FN upon us for their 


oven howadr or intereſt. 


We may reſt aſſured, that nothing 


comes from God, but what i is worthy of 
him, and becomes his infinite wiſdom 
and Majeſty ; and that as the Chriſtian 
religion is a reaſonable ſervice,* ſo all 
things which are pretended to belong to 
it, and are oppoſite to right reaſon, are 
not injunctions of ſo excellent a religion, 
or dictates of the divine Spirit. 


The ſacred Scripture contains an un- 


doubted revelation of God's will evident- 


ly conſonant to right reaſon, and ail pre- 


tenſions to divine authority from God, 


muſt be ſubjected to that excellent teſt or 
touchſtone, as what God will never ſpeak 
contrary to. For reaſon cannot be of 
one ſide the queſtion and truth on the 


other. Men who are ſent by, and ſub- 
ject to Heaven, will neither ſay or do 


things contrary to the mind of Heaven. 


They will not miſuſe their vocation, and 
reproach their maſter, by avouching that 
He jaith, when 'tis their own imagina- 


tions hat ſpeak; they will be humble 


* Rom. Xii. 1. 
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and modeſt, much leſs will they in God's 
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name utter falſhoods, or erroneous doc- 


trines repugnant to Scripture or right 
_ reaſon. 


God I own (faith the great Loch 


cannot be denied to be able to enlighten 
the underſtanding, by a ray darted into 
the mind immediately from the Foun- 


tain of Light.“ Vol. i. Fol. 33. 


By reaſon of the ext ravagancies 


(ſays Monro} both as to opinion and 


praetice, which ſome pretending to 
the Holy Spirit, have run into, the 
doctrine which aſſerts the neceſſity of 
his divine operations, in order to be- 


come a genuine and real Chriſtian, is 
brought into diſeſteem with a great 
many. Part iii. pag. 408. 


* Now one of the rate and moſt 


« ſucceſsful artifices that he (the grand 


adverſary of mankind ſays Monro} 


makes uſe of to accompliſh his deſign, 
as to this, is, to puſh ſome that may be 
remarkable for ſome goodly outward 


appearances of piety and devotion, but 


who are really unfound at the bottom, 
and under the dominion of corruption 
and fin, and conſequently under the 
power and management of Satan, to 


* puſh 
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puſh them, I ſay, under pretence of 
inſpiration, to utter and do things that 
are evidently abſard, ridiculous and 
unreaſonable.* 16d. 499 5 
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CHAP. VIII. 
of Prayer. 


1 JRAYER is = devout, Sore and 
| 1 hearty addreſs or application of the 
|! foul, to the adorable majeſiy of God, in 
| and under the influence and affifiance of 
x the divine Spirit; in which only the foul 
| hath acce/5 to him, and acceptance with 
him; and therefore, an inward retire- 
ment to the divine grace is eſſentially 
* neceſlary to a right performance thereof. 
For all Prayer by preſcrived forms, or. 
 extempore conceptions,, in which the 
divine Spirit is not felt to lead and 
influence the ſoul, whether it be in pub- 
lic or in private, is of no availance in. 
the fight of God. 
HhHeſides we muſt always conſider, 1 
have in our minds, che purity and Holi- 


neſs 


* * 
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neſ of God, and how unmeet and unfit 
we are to draw nigh to him in an unholy 
frame of heart: The holy God is of more 
pure eyes, than to behold iniquity.* We 


mult waſh and make clean our hearts; 
we mult ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do 


well, for without holineſs, no man ſhall ſee 


him. How unacceptable to God are all 
dead, ary, and formal religious perform 
ances, not proceeding from a pure heart, 


Influenced and  quickened by the holy 
Spirit. 


On the contrary, how living and ac- 


ceptable to him, are the ſacrifices and 
offerings of a clean heart, enlightened and 


guided by the divine Spirit? What de- 


Tight and comfort doth the ſoul feel ? 


What returns of love from the divine 


preſence? What times of refreſhing come 
from Him? What new life and vigour 
is the ſoul inſpired with, to abandon 
all the ways of vice, and perſevere in 
virtue and the love of God? How is the 
| heart enlarged to run the ways of God's 
 conimandments? & and indeed, Zlefſed are 


the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee 


* Hab. i. 13. + Pal, exix. 32. 
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God; theſe come into his Courts with 
proſe. * 
Theſe have the capacities and powers 
of their ſouls, filled with the luminous 
and intimate preſence of God, who be- 
comes unto them like a Place of broad 
rivers and ſtreams. “ 
Doctor Gel! before quoted, Gith, 
* Words conceived only in an earthly 
* mind, and uttered out of the memory 
by the man's voice, which make a 
noiſe in the ears of fleſh and blood, 
are not, nor can be accounted a prayer, 
before our Father which is in Heaven. 
Fol. i. fol. 156. 
And therefore (faith he) devorion is 
ſaid to be a moving of the mind and will 
towards God, which may be in mani- 
fold acts; as Holy meditation, reſigna- 
tion, elevation, or lifting up the heart 
by prayer and 7hankſgiving unto God, 
collecting and gathering in ell the dil. 
f tracting and wandering thoughts unto 
unity.“ Lid. 544. 
I know ſome far outſtrip others 
* (fays he) in this out ward wocal praiſe 


t of God, every Sabbath 4275 ſpend it 
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wholly 
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wholly i in hearing and repeating ſer- 
mons, and conferring and ſinging moſt 
devoutly; yet on the week days, are 
ordinarily as devoutly drunk, and they 
are as ordinarily blamed for untrue and 
unfaithful dealing, cheating, lying, 
and diſſembling. Oh beloved, pra!/- 
ing of God 1 is not to make a noiſe mk 
a man's mouth, the 6% pretjing. 
God is the real praiſing of him 11 8 
vol. ii. Nie 

© What do we elſe { ay s he) but be- 
tray our Lord mh a "Li when in 
praying, and praiſing and ſinging, and 

* preaching, we draw near unto him with 

our lips, but our hearts are far jrom 
Fim. Ibid. 307. 

Doctor Smealdridge, late Biſhop of 
Briſtol, in the 16th folio of his Sermons, 
ſays, * Prayer doth not conſiſt either in 
* the bending of our knees, or the ſer- 
vice of our lips, or the lifting up of 
our hands or eves to heaven; but in 
the elevation of our ſouls towards God, 
Theſe outward expreſſions of our in- 
ward thoughts, are neceſſary in our 
public, and often expedient in our 
* private devotions; but they do not 
make up the eſſence of prayer, which 

a may 
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may truly and acceptably be performed 
where thefe are wanting“ 
And he faith, folio 438. * Devotion 


of mind is itſelf a flent prayer, which 


wants not to be cloathed in words, 


that God may better know our defires 


and folio 39. It is true indeed, that 
God regards not the ſervice of our lips, 
but the inward diſpoſition of our 


3 hearts.“ 


In the Gollen Remaing of the « ever me- 


morable Hales, before cited, we have 


him delivering Dim telt 1 in his Sermon on 
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Luke xviii. 1. thus, 


For Prayer indeed, eſpecially was 


the Sabbath ordained, yet prayer itſelf 
is ſabbathleſs, and admits no refl no 
intermiſſion at all: If our hands be 
clean, we muſt, as our Apoſtle com- 
mands us, lift thein up every where, 
at all times, and make every place a 

Church, every day a Sabbath day, every 


hour canonical. As you go to the 


market, as you ſtand in the frets, as 


you walk in the felds; in all theſe 


- Pacers you. may pray as well, and with 


as good acceptance as in the Church ; 
for you yourſelves are temples of the 


* Holy Gozf, if the grace of God be in 


"you 
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you, more precious than any of thoſe 
which are made with hands. Page 178. 


It requires (ſays he) no oma la- 


bour of the body, no outward faſhion 
or manner of doing, but is internally 
acted in the ſoul itſelf.— Quaint, witty, 
and ſet forms of prayer, proceed many 
times from oſtentation more han de- 
votion. Nay, one thing I know more, 
that the moſt 7orcible prayer tranſcends 
and far exceeds all power of words. 


For St. Poul ſpeaking unto us concern- 
ing the moſt effectual kind of prayer, 


calls it SEVAYMATH AAAABra, 2 hs and 8 rod ug 
that cannot be ex preſſed. Nothing 
does cry ſo loud in the ears of God, as 


the /ighing of a contrite and earneſt 
heart. Lid. 182. 


© It requires not the voice but the 


mind ; not the ſtretching of the hands, 
but the intention of the ſoul ; not any 
outward ſhape or carriage of the body, 
but the inward behaviour of the un- 
derſtanding. How then can it ſlacken 


your worldly buſineſs and occaſions, to 


mix them with ſighs and groans which 
are the moſt effectual kinds of payer 5 85 
Lid. 183. 


And 


1 


And Monro in his Juſt Meaſures of the 
Pious Inſtitution of Youth before quoted, 
ſays, All, I doubt not will allow, that 


== 
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it is not the expre/ions, how fluent ſo- 
ever they be, but the Heart that God 
regards, and that the ſeeming fervour 
which is occaſioned by the tone of 
the voice, is not the, genuine fire of de- 
votion; it is very poſhble, that one 
may be truly devout, though he makes 
no uſe of either words or voice. 

The breathings of a recollected ſou], 
are not noiſe or clamorous : the lan- 
guage in which devotion loves to vent 
itſelf, is that of the znward man, which 
is ſecret and filent, but yet God hears 


it, and makes gracious returns unto 


it. Sometimes the pious ardours and 


* ſenſations of good ſouls, are ſuch as they 


cannot clothe with words; they fee/ 


what they cannot expreſs. I would 


not, however, be thought to inſinuate, 
that the voice and words are not to be 


uſed at all; it is certain, that pyb/zc and 


common devotions cannot be performed 
without them, and that even in private 
they are not only very profitable, but 
ſometimes eceſſary. What I here aim 


at is, that the youth ſhould be made 


ſenſible 


0 


( 93 ) 


ſenſible that words are not otherwiſe 


valuable, than as they are images and 


copies of what paſſes in the hidden man 
of the heart eſpecially conſidering, that 


a great many who appear very angelical 
in their devotions, if we take our mea- 


1ures of them from their voice and tone, 


do ſoon, after theſe intervals of ſeeming 


Jeriouſneſo are over, return with the dog 
to the vomit, and give palpable evi- 
dences of their earthlineſs and ſenſuality, 
pride and paſſion, and the like ſhame- 
ful irregularities. 164d. part ii. Page 


206, 287 


© It will not (ſays he) I ſuppoſe, be 


unſeaſonable on this occaſion, to take 
notice of that ordinary diſtinction of de- 


votion, by which it is divided into 


vocal and mental; and to give a brief 


explanation of it. The vocal is, when 


by our voice and words, we expreſs 
outwardly our ward ſentiments and. 


3 or in the royal Pſalmiſt's 


phraſe * when the hear? indites, and the 


tongue 7s as the pen of a ready writer. 


Whence it appears, that vocal prayers, 
whether they be forms or woes aaa 64 


* Pal. xlv. I. 


, 3 
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ought not to have the name of deyo- 
tion, unleſs there be a conjunction of 
the heart and voice; and therefore, 
though one ſays or pronounces never 
ſo many good words, yet if there be 
not correſpondent motions in the inward 


man, he cannot be truly faid to pray; 


his words in this caſe, are but as Dells 


without the 4erne/s; and his voice as 
founding braſs, which certainly are /ean 
ſacrifices, and unfit to be preſented to 


God, who will be worſhipped in Spirit 


and in ruth, and rejects the addreſſes 


of ſuch as pretend to honour him with 
their /ips, when their Hearts are far 
from him. 

Mental devotion, 18 it which is 
 tranſatted in the hidden man of the 
heart, and it comprehends not only the 


flent, vehement pantings of the ſoul 
after God, but alſo the /ecrer manifeſta- 


rn: chat God makes of himſelf unto 
the ſoul; for it is'in both theſe toge- 
ther, that the /þirizual and boly inter- 
courſe that is between God and pure 
minds, doth conſiſt. Of this internal 


devotion there are two ſorts, which J 


ſhall briefly conſider ; the h is, when 
one employs or exerciſes his faculties, 
« that 
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« that is, his underſtanding, will, and 
* deſire, in the contemplation, love, and 
© adoration of the beauties and per fections 
of God, and in aſpiring after his gra- 
cious communications, and conformity to 
his holy will and nature. Here the 
ſoul is active and particular, ſometimes 
it views one perfection, ſometimes 
another. It contemplates God in his 
word and works, and providences. And 
according to the ſeveral views it hath 
of him, it forms ſeveral and diſtinct 
acts, ſuch as of jaith, of love, of bope, 
of gratitude, of humility and the like; 
taking occalion from every thing of 
making devout fallies and eaculations, 
of which [I have given inſtances in the 
beginning of this chapter. 

£ 'The other ſort is, when the devout 
ſoul, being diſengaged from all created 
things, from fin and ſelf, and corrup- 
tion, and firmly beheving that God who 
filleth all things, is preſent in the ſoul, 
and ready to diſplay his power, and 
communicate his light and graces, doth 
by an act of faith, ſtate himſelf in his 
preſence, and there having turned the 
eye of the ſoul to the znteriour, and 


made an entire ſurrender of himſelf into 
N 1 
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the hands of God, with an Humble deſire, 
that he would diſpoſe of hin as he 
pleaſes, and that his h holy will may be 
done in him; he continues in a pro- 
found ſilence and recollection, waiting for 
the divine good pleajure. 
Now, though the ſoul, when it is, 
© entering on his" ſtate, be ave, yet 
© being once in, it ceaſes from all Parti- 
cular and diſiinf operations of its own ; 
not that it is then zule, on the contrary, 
it is in this juncture employed in the 
nobleſt manner, for it doth in a full bent 
and 7erdency, and with its powers all 
united, move vigoroully towards God, 
but Kill in a way of tranquillity and re- 
poſe, and without acting particularly; 
and the heavenly graces of faith, hope, 
and love; of humility and reſignation, 
are then in the /ub/ime/t exerciſe, tho 
not diſtinfly apprehended by the ſoul ; 
whereupon the bleſſed God, as the ex- 
perience of many eminently devout per- 
tons doth abundantly juſtify, vs/s thele 
| ſouls that are thus abandoned to him, 
and depend on him, with his peculiar 
 Javours, diſplays in them e riches of 
his power and grace, and makes them 
feel in an mefable manner, the reality 
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of. his preſence 1 in their inward man ; „ 
whence it comes to paſs, that they 
improve wonderfully in every thing 
that is good juſt and true, pure and 
lovely, and advance with ſpeed towards 
Chriſtian perfection. 
* I am perſuaded, that it would be 
X « vaſtly. advantageous (ſays he) for the 
| * youth, if care were taken, to train them 
* up to this method of prayer ; that 1s, 
if they were taught /r equently to place 
* themſclves in the divine preſence, and 
there /elently. to adore their Creator, 
* Redeemer, and Sanctier. For hereby 
they would become habitually recollect- 
ed; devotion would be their d ment, 
„ and they ſhould know by experience, 
c 
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what our b/efſed Saviour and his great 
Aptle meant, when they enjoin us to 
pray without ceaſing. It was, I ſup- 
poſe, by ſome ſuch method of devotion 
as Fam now, ſpeaking. of, that Enoch 
walked with God, * that Moles Jaw Him 
that is invifibleÞ, that the Royal P/alm it 
et the Lord always before bim g, and 

* that our Lord Jeſus himſelf continued 

* whole nights in prayer io God ||. No 


* Gen. v. 24. I Heb. xi. 27; 
1 Pla. xvi. 8. | Luke vi. 12, 
E boch, 


f 
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body, I believe, will imagine this his 
prayer, during all the ſpace in which 
it is ſaid to continue, was altogether 


vocal; when he was in his agony in the 


garden, he uſed but a few words, his 
vocal prayer then conſiſted only of one 
petition, and an act of pure reſignation, 


thrice repeated: but I hope all will al- 


low, that his devotion laſted longer than 


while he was employed in uttering of 


a few ſentences. Without doubt his 
holy ſoul did, both then and on other 


times, which he more eſpecially conſe- 


crated to prayer, converſe in filence 
with his heavenly Father; ſo that I 


think it would be very abſurd to ſay, 


that his devotion on theſe occaſions 
was limited to the ſhort ſpace, where- 
in he might have ſpoken ſome words. 


I would humbly adviſe, that they who 


are not yet acquainted with this method 
of prayer, would not run it down or 
diſparage it, but rather piouſly reſolve 
to make a trial of it ; for it is only their 
own experience that can ſolidly con- 
vince them, whether or not, it hath 

all the advantages to which it pretends. 


bid. 212 to 215. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. IX. 
of Preaching. 


A Prayer i is an addreſs of the ſoul to 
5 God, ſo Preaching is an addreſs of 
it to men; and as that is performed ac- 
ceptably to God, by the influence and ope- 
ration of the bleſſed Spirit only, ſo this is 
performed profitably and beneficially to 
men, only by the ſummation, belp, and 
power of the ſame Spirit. 
In vain are all the fudied, elaborate and 
eloquent diſcourſes, or ſermons, which 
proceed only from the meer activity of 
human reaſon, about the things of God, 
and the exerciſe of the ſoul towards him. 555 
For as religion is a divine ſcience to be 
learned only, ſavingly, by the lumina- 
tion and difates of the divine Spirit in 
our ſouls ; ſo it is to be taught others 
only to ea! ;frcation and ſalvation, by men 

inſpired from heaven. 
Hence appears the reaſon in a great 
degree, of the vel gion and looſeneſs of 
2 multitudes 


1 


multitudes of men, who attend ſuch 


diſcourſes and ſermons; who, being not 
acquainted with, or /ubjef to, the divine 


operations of God upon their ſouls, nor 


viſited with ſecret touches of the heavenly 


grace in the ſermons they hear; which 


are oftentimes ſo far from mculcating 


even the notion of ſuch divine, efficaci- 
_ ous and ſenſible operations of God in their 
ſouls, that they ſeem to deny the ſame; 
and ſo men reſt contented with ſome | 


meer notions and ſpeculations of religion, 
and the obſervation of ſome ceremonies 


and externals, ſome outward ſhews and 


appearances of godlineſs, without the real 


power of it, pleaſe themſelves with a Hell 1 


without the kernel, a profeſſion without 
poſſeſſion, a name to live while dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins ; for nothing but the 


v and experimental operations of God 


in us, can guzcken our ſouls to him, can 


purify our hearts, can make new crea- 


tures of us, give us a new and /prritual 
life, raiſe our affetions from earth to 
heaven, give us a taſte and reliſh of 
divine things, ſatiate the vait and noble 
deſires of our ſouls, make us ſubjects of 
God's kingdom of grace here, and heirs 


of his g/orzous kingdom hereafter. 
Wherefore 
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Wherefore men that would teach reli- 
gion, muſt themfelves be firſt Tr 
Go; muſt go to Chriſt's ſchool, mult 


come under the diſcipline of his 


Holy Spirit in their own hearts; mult 
retire to, and attend his operations there; ; 


muſt mortify the deeds of the body by his 


Spirit; muſt crucify the „%% with the 


affeftions and Juſts thereof; muſt put off 


the old man which is corrupt; and then 


they muſt put on the new man which 
| after God is created in righteouſneſs and 

true holineſs*, live and walk in the Spirit, 
that they may be anointed by the Spirit 
to preach liberty to the captives of fin and 
- Satan, and the opening of the priſon to 

_ them who are bound, (by iniquity) 20 pro- 
claim the acceptable year of the Lord,+ 


the ſalvation that is offered, and made 
eligible. by our Lord, who atoned for 


our fins in dying for us, without us; 


and knocks at the door of our hearts for 
an entrance within us, to fave us from 
our ins, to redeem us from all iniquity, 8 


and purify us for his own ſervice. 


Men thus raught of God, and anointed 
by his Spirit to preach the goſpel, will 


* Eph. iv. 22, 24. t Iſai, Ixi. 1, 2. 
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be able to declare to others what God 
hath done for their ſouls * ; to tell them 


how they ſhall get dominioa over their 
vile luſis and paſſions, and have a new 


heart and a new nature; and where it is 
that Chriſt feederh his flock, and cauſeth 
them to reſt at noon, they themſelves 
being witneſſes of theſe things. They 
will not then ſpeak of the rings of God, 


from meer hearſay, nor from divimations 


of their own brain; but from what they 
have ſeen and felt of the word of life, 


and do continue to feel and witneſs K in 


their own ſouls. 
Their teſtimony will be a living tefli- 


mony : the impreſſions the divine Spirit 


makes on the powers and capacities of 
their own ſouls, will be the ſource or 
ſpring of their miniſtry, which coming 
from God, will have a natural tendency 


to lead to God. The virtue and life 
which will be in their worde, will reach 


to dead ſouls, and tend to the awakening 
them out of their fu {umbers, to open 
their h ind eyes and unſtop their deaf ears; 


to dilate thoſe noble powers and faculties 


of their ſouls, which have been locked 


* Pſal. Ixvi. 16. + Cant. i, 7. f 1 John i. 1, 2. 
1 
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up in ſenſuality and brutal luſts; that 
the /ight of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt 
may thine into their hearts ; that in truth 
and reality, they may be turned from 
darkneſs to light, and from Satan's power 
to God; that ſo they may indeed receive 
remiſſion of their fins, and an znberitance 
among them which are ſunctiſied * ; and 
actually and truly be partakers of thoſe 
glorious and ineffable manifeſtations, 
emanations and ſenſations, of the lu- 


minous operative and intimate preſence 
of God in their ſouls in this life, and be 


prepared for that which is to come. 


Such a miniſtry as this, is truly edify- 
ing and comfortable to men, in which 
the wiſdom and wit of man has ſo little 
hand; and the divine Spirit preſides, 
governs, directs and animates the mini 
fer: who ſets him to work, and manages 
him in that Y vocation ; not for gifts 
and rewards, not for the riches, honour, 


| dominion and government of this world, 


but for the diſcharge of a good conſcience 
towards God, with an eye ſingly to the 
carrying on the wor of God, to pro- 
moting the buſineſs, enlarging and eſta- 


* Acts xxvi. 18. | 
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bliſhing of the Lingdom of God, a ſpirit- 
ual kingdom, a kingdom that is not of this 


world, which is in truth and reality, the 


blefied kingdom of our gracious Redeem - 
er; the heavenly kingdom of our adorable 
Lord and, Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: which God 
in his infinite mercy, grant may come 
more and more into the hearts of men, 

that his will may be done in earth as it is 
done in heaven, to his glory and the lalva- 
tion of the 6s of men. 


And as all Chriſtians allow, that the 


apoſtles and primitive miniſters of the gol- 
pel, were ſuch miniſters, were ſo enlight- 
ened, wrought upon, and guided by the 
Holy Spirit as aforeſaid; ſo I cannot ſee 
any juſt reaſon, why we ſhould not eſ- 
teem the immediate and ſenſible influences 
and operations of the divine Spirit, to be 


as neceſſary for miniſters now, ſince the 


kingdom of Chriſt is ſtill the fame, and 
the buſineſs of that kingdom the ſame, 
and men now have as much need of the 


holy Spirit as they had then. And ſuch 


a ſenſe of this weighty ſubject, we may 
find expreſſed by the following authors, 
whom, among many others that might be 
mentioned, thought not unworthy my 
readers notice and obſcrvation. 


6 Whoever 
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* Whoever zeacheth (faith Dr. Gell) 


before he himſelf be taught of God, 


whoever will riſe up to draw d:ciples 


after him, before the Day- tar be riſen 
in his heart, he may teach others, but 
God reacherh not by bim. Vor. 1. fol. 


* It is impoſſible to give true teſtimony 
of Chriſt, unleſs we know and feel him 


Jivingly acting in us, in his work and 
deed, unleſs we can truly and experi- 
mentally ſay, that we have ſeen and 
bear witneſs, 1 John i. 2. Ibid. fol. 
29 

; Thoſe (aith he) who are authorized 
by our Lord to teach, are choſen veſſels; 


ſuch are the ſcribes taught to the king- 


dom of God, who are taught by God 
what they teach the people: But to the 
wicked, faith God, Why doſt thou teach 
my law, or take my covenants witim 70, 2 


mouth*? Ibid. 410. 


The /abourers (ſays he) are very AA 
and unwilling, and therefore there is 


more than ordinary need, that theLord 


move them powerfully by his Spirit, and 


therefore the Greek words are AD 


* Pal. 1. 16. 
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and the ſame words again * in the pre- 
| ſent tenſe hh Con that he caſt OF Or thruſt 
out labourers into his harveſt: Labour- 


ers in God's harveſt muſt be ſent. How 


can they labour, h9w can they preach, 


except they be ſent? + Paul the great 
apoltle, who laboured more than they all, 
he rejects man's miflion ||: Nr of men, 
nor by man. Yea the great apoſtle of 


our profeſſion, Chriſt Jeſus, he is ſent 


by his Father: nd ſo no doubt he was 
called of old naw Miſus 4 which we 


read Shilo, for fo V. L. until Shit 
come: donec veniat qui mittendus eſt ; 


till he come who is to be ſent, Who 
ſends them ? The Father, he is Lord of 
the harveſt, thus 1 Cor. xu. 28. which 
is aſcribed to the Son 8; and the Spirit 


faith, ſeparate to me Barnabas and Saul** 


It is horrible preſumption for man to 
take this honour to himſelf: it is the 


Father, Son and Holy Spirit: it is the 


academy, the great Sanhedrim and 
council of Heaven ; not any univerſity, 
not all the univerſities upon earth, that 


* Lukex. 2. 4 Rom. x. 15. | Gal. i. 1. + Gen, xlix. 10. 
8 Eph. iv. 11. Acts. xiii. 2. 


R 


a 
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can ſend forth ſuch labourers into 
God's harveſt. 1b:id. 200. 
* But (faith he) he hath received that 


gift, by the laying on of the hands of 
the preſbytery x. 

Anſwer, That may well be queſtioned, 
ſince nibil dat quod non habet; nothing 


can give that to another which it bath 


not itſelf. Vol. i. fol. 231. 


* Let every one (Gith® he) conſider 
well, whether. he know Chriſt thus, 
Ji. e. experimentally) yea or no, before 
he confeſs him; otherwiſe to prate or 
talk of him before thou art conforma- 
ble to his death, and not partaker of 


his divine nature, thou ſpeakeſt what 
thou knoweſt not, and beareſt falls 
witneſs of Chriſt. Ibid. 579. 
»The Spirit muſt firſt tpeak to the 
miniſter, - before the miniſter can ſpeak 
to the people. Vid. 680. 


Who (faith he) ſends him vis. the 
preacher) who but God who reaches to 
the heart? Then from the Spirit to the 


Spirit? Alas! Men run before they are 


ſent, and are ſent out by them who are 


1 Tim. iv. 14. 
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not ſent themſelves: an Hydra, Vol. ii. 
Jol. 244. 
They who have heard the Lord 


(Gith he) are the only fit witneſſes to 


A a * 8 > 


% @ a a "as. . a 


© teſtify and confirm the goſpel — any 


kind of knowledge i is not enough for a 


witneſs of the goſpel: the devils 
knew Chriſt, yet Chriſt rejected the || 
devils ſkill, ite the Lord would 

not ſuffer them to teſtify of him: 


the goſpel being the doctrine of 


life and falvation, which is life. Syr. 


it cannot well be taught and preached 
by any but ſuch as live in it. bid. 5 52. 

* Truly (fays he) unleſs they who 
publiſh the great ſalvation, firſt hear 
him, even the Lord himſelf, and obey 


his word, what credit can be given to 
what they fay? What can they pub- 
ltiſh but their own readings, and 
their own hearſay? As the Lord 
ſpeaks of the falſe prophets *, St. Paul 


propheſieth of ſuch under the goſpel + 


and St. Peter i; and therefore the apoſtle 
tells the E Phefar, that Chriſt Feſus 


came and pier unto them. Ye have 


* Ter, xiv, 14. 4 Acts xx. 29. 12 Pet. ii. I. 


13 it, 17. an] iv. 20, 21. 
L not 
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not fo learned Chriſt, if ye have heard 


him, and have been taught of bim. And ſo 


he ſþake from Heaven to the Hebrews k. 


Now if it be neceſſary that Chritt in the 


Spirit, and by his Spirit, ſpeak to, and 


teach the people, and they hear him, 
and be taught by him, how much more 


is it neceſſary, that he alſo teach the 


teachers themſelves, that they hear him 
and be taught of him. bid. 553. 


Hear this author once more. A 
« fountain fendeth not forth bitter waters 
and ſweet. This is ſpecially their fault, 

who ſpeak their hearſays; ſuch as talk 
of far countries with a great deal of 
confidence, which they never faw, ſuch 
as ſpeak of good things whereof they 
have no ſhare, bear falſe witneſs; they 


tell tales, though they ſpeak what is 
truth; for to lie formaliter, is to ſpeak 
what 1s contrary to our mind, and the 
truth whereof we are perſuaded; there- 


fore the evil ſpirit was ſilenced and the 
ſpirit of divination caſt out, and the 
time ſhall come when God will make the 
diviners mad, when men ſhall not dare 
'*-t0 ſpeak what they read only, as water 


* Heb, Xii, 25, + t Jams 1 ii. 11. 1 Mark i. 25. 
© out 


* 
e ge 6 * 
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Prous Inſtitution of F. dur. Part i. p. 7 
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(a 
out of a ciſtern, but Achs ii. 4. da 
and then they ſhall not dare to ſpeak 
what they take up upon ruft, for truth; 
but what God hath wrought in them 
and by them#® ; when that of the apoſtle 


ſhall be obeyed, let him that ſpeaketh, 
Jpeak as the oracles of God , as one that 


hath Urim and Thummim in his breaſt; 
when they ſhall not dare to ſpeak, but 
what they are inwardly moved to ſpeak 
by the Holy Ghoſt.” 167d. 566. 

And Monro in his J Meaſures of the 


„ 
Every body will be ſenſible, that 


when a youth, who as ſoon as his capa- 


cities did begin to appear, began alſo 
to be inſtructed in the principles, and 


trained up in the ſerious practice, of 
religion; who hath been taught the 
excellency and worth of the toul, and 
the methods by which it mutt be car- 
ried to this bleſſed end for which it 


was defigned ; who profeſſes not meerly 
a notional knowledge, but the reality 


and ſubſtance of divine things; and 


who in his own experience has felt the 


* Rom, xv. 18, +1 Pet. iv. 11, 


power 


a _ — N an 3 


4 af 1 
power and efficacy of divine truths; 
ſeen the beauty of the ways of wiſdom, 
* and taſted the pleaſures of walking in 
them: I ſay, every body muſt be ſen- 
ſible, that when ſuch a youth comes 
afterwards to be advanced to the paſlo- 
ral charge, he will be an eminent and 
noble inſtrument for promoting the 
* good of ſouls. His converſation will 
be ſhining and flagrant, becauſe a liv- 
ing and unaffected piety is the princi- 

* ple of all his actions; his d:/cour/cs, 
whether public or private, will be 
ſavoury, and attended with force, for 
* he ſpeaks what he Feels; his diligence 
indefatigable, having a deep ſenſe both 
of the preciouſneſs of the ſouls of men, 
and how difficult it is to reſcue them 
out of the entanglements of ſin and 
vice; his prayers fervent and frequent, 
4: ay well knowing, that though he plant 
and water, yet tis God that gives the 
t increaſe. But on the other hand, when 
a ſort of young ſparks undertake the 
F ene function, whole minds have 
never been formed according to the 
maxims of Chriſtian picty ; who have 
not been under any regular diſcipline, 
but all along permitted to follow the 


© fer 2 


* 


A 


fing of their natural inclinations, to 


4-448; -} 


pleaſe and gratify all the appetites of 
fleſh and blood, and corruption without 


controul; who have no experience of 


divine things, nor any other know- 


ledge of the truth of religion, but 


what is ſpeculative and ſuperſicial, ary 


and zezune; and are ſo void of kill in 


the conduct of ſouls, that they ſcarce 


know any thing of their duty in that 
regard, unleſs it be to patch up a . 


courſe, which by its fudied periods, and 
high flown /a/les, exceed ing the capa- 


city of the vulgar, may tickle the ears 
of ſome nice hearers, but not touch 
the hearts of any; it is caſy to ſee 
how fatal the conſequences of ſuch 
advancements may be to the church, 
and the ſouls of men: for it 1s plain, 
that they of this 47dney are more cal- 


culated to propagate irreligion and vice, 
than to advance the intereſts of piety 


and an holy life. The Hiri: and 


maxims of the world, according to 


which they have been educated, will 


now begin to appear, and betray them 
into ſuch ſhameful immoralities, as will 


expoſe their character to contempt and 


ſcorn ; baffle all their exhortations, ren- 
1 
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der every thing they ſay in favour of 
religion, not only ineffectual, but even 
ridiculous too; make the leſs thinking 
take up with falſe notions of piety ; 
and to conclude, that ſince the paſtor 
* docs nothing but talk and Ain e of 
religion, it will be enough for them to 
* hear what he ſays; and in fine, give 
* ground to atheiſtical and profane wits to 
* cry out of prieft-crafr, of cheat and 
« mmpoſture. And indeed if the cauſes of 
that Atheiſm and TLibertiniſi, which 
* at preſent abound in the Chriſtian 
world, were ſeriouſly inquired into, I 
make no doubt, but the ſad miſcar- 
riages of the miniſters of religion, 
would be found to be a principal 
6 one.“ p 
And he ade BF: It is neceſſary, 
that they ſhould be practically ac- 
quainted with religion, have felt its 
divine powers and mighty efficacies, 
and exemplify its heavenly precepts in 
their own converſations: for it is this 
that will both inſpire them with Seal. 
and diligence, and give force and au- 
* thority to what they recommend. 
When one ſpeaks of religion from his 
own experience, and becauſe it is 


vitally 


* 


[ 
| 
| 
| 
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1 vitally ſeated in his heart, there is a 
certain ſecret and engaging efficacy that 


* accompanies what he ſays. 
Again, in p. 49. he ſays, * Alas! it is 
* becauſe there is fo little of this heavenly 
* fire in the hearts of men, that they 
are ſo careleſs and unconcerned about the 
good and welfare of thoſe ſouls they 
have the charge of, and indifferent 
whether they fink or ſwim. In a word 


( ſays he, p. 50.) they ſhould entirely 


depend on God for his divine aids. 


CHAP, X. 


of the Spiritual Baptiſm of Chr it, ond 


ts Divine Supper. 


Clean beart and a new. nature, are 
the great qualifications neceſſary to 


the felicity and happineſs of and, 


Impurity of heart and a corrupt nature, 
ever were, and ever will be, the cauſe of 

God's controverly with men, ſtained 
with guilt, and immerged i in ſenſuality, 
walking atter the fleſh, and living with- 


out 


out the life of God in their ſouls; a de- 
plorable and miſerable condition; out of 
which all the external waſhings and 
works in the world cannot recover or 
reſtore man, and give him that purity of 
heart, and rectitude of deſire and will, 
as is well pleaſing to God. The ceremo- 
nial waſhings and external obfervations 
of the law, things of God's own appoint- 
ment, had not that power in them, nor 
were ever intended by him, but as a 
kind of types and figures of inward pu- 
rity and rectitude, of the work ot the 
divine ſpirit in the ſoul, and of him who 

was to come and cleanſe the heart, who 
was able thoroughly to purge the floor, 
and make the inſide clean indeed. The 
Royal Pſalmiſt ſeems very ſenſible of the 
ineffectualneſs of all external ceremonies 
and performances for this ſo needful a 
work ; and therefore he cries out very 
earneſtly and ardently for heavenly help, 
ſaying, Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right ſpirit within me* + 
agreeable to which the author to the 
Hebrews ſaith, The Holy Ghojt this ſigni- 
Hing, that the way into the Holieſt of all, 


* Pſalms li. 10. 


(in 
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s 
(in the diſpenſation of the law) vas not 
yet made manifeſt, while as the firſt taber- 
nacle was yet ſtanding, which was a figure 
for the time then preſent, in which were 
offered bath gifts and ſacrifices, that could 
not make bim that did the ſervice perfect, 
as appertaining to the conſerence, which 
ſlood only in meats and drinks, and divers 
waſhings, and carnal ordinances (rites or 
ceremonies, as the marginal reading is) 


mmpojed on them until the time of reforma- 


tion“. For the law having a ſhadow of gd 


things to come, and not the very image of 
the things, can never with thoſe ſacrifices 


which they offered year by year continually, 
make the comers thereunto perfect . There 


1 verily a diſannulling of the commandment 


going before, jor the weakneſs and unproji- 


' rableneſs ther ec of + : which are a ſhadow of 
7 to come, of. the body (or ſubſtance) 


is of Chrift &. 

780 expect holineſs of heart ſhould be 
produced in us by any creature or element 
without us; that our ſouls ſhould be 
nouriſhed up to cternal life by external 
food; is greatly to deceive ourſelves. God 


S Ccl, ii. 17. 


hath 


E 


bath not ſo changed the nature of things, 
as to make thoſe things capable of doing 
ſuch a work now, which they were not 
capable of heretofore; to make things 
that were then weak and unprofitable, to 
be now ſtrong and profitable; things that 
were then carnal ordinances, rites or ce- 
remonies, to be now ſpiritual powers; 
things that were then at belt but ſhadows. 
of good things, to be now the good things 
themſelves; things which were then but 
to continue for a time, to be now of 1 
petual obligation. 

And theſe who are ſo weak (in my 
opinion) as to think that our Saviour, 
did take ſome of the Maſaicł rites or ce- 
remonies into his goſpel church, yet ſurely 
cannot be fo ſtrong in their own opinion 
as to believe that they are altered in their 
nature; but that they remain ſtill to be 
only ceremonies, which have not the power 
of purging and feeding our ſouls, and 
therefore cannot be eſſentials of his reli- 
gion. 

Doctor 3 in his Annotations 
on Mat. iii. 11. having ſpoke of the Jews 
uſe of Water Baptiſm, adds Tis now 
* moſt eaſy to apply it to the practice of 

Jobn, and after of Cœriſt, who certainly 

took 


(6118) 
| took this ceremony from them. For ſo 
he expreſly calls it. Fol. 14. 
And he ſays, * Chriſt came to review 
and reform (the religion of the for- 
mer age) to bring ſubſtance inſtead of 
ſhadows——to require the ſubſtantial 


. 


V 


darkly ſignified them. Fol. 26. 

Which therefore muſt be of the nature 
of indifferent thin gs, conſidered in them- 
ſelves, without inherent goodneſs; and, as 
ſuch, mankind may uſe or diſuſe them as 
they are perſuaded in their own minds, 
without offending God, and about 
Which they ſhould not be offended one 
with another. 

True it is, that men who love dominion 
and their own intereſt, are ever moſt zeal- 
ous for ceremonzes, and things that they 


claim to have the only power of diſpenſ- 
: ing to others; they would have ceremo- 


nies make Chriſtians, confirm Chriſtians, 
feed Chriſtians, abſolve Chriſtians, and 


intitle them to Heaven; yea waſh away 


their ins and give liſe to their fouls ; and 


that they only have power to give efficacy 
to ſuch ceremonies, and to adminiſter 
them. On account whereof they claim 
dominion over mankind; and a right to be 


> | | richly 


duties inſtead of the ſhadows, that 
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richly paid by them, or otherwiſe to en 
them to hell, or turn them out of God's 
favour. This is to pervert the religion of 
humble and holy Jeſus, to make external 
rites and ceremenies of the efſence of his 
laws, and the grandeur, dominion and riches 
of this world, of the nature of his king- 
dom; who ſaid, My kingdom is not of this 
world *, bc CEE 

The great apoſtle of the Gentiles ſays, 
Meat commendeth us not to God; for nei- 
ther if we eat are we the better; neither if 
we eat not are we worſe + This holds good 
as to all /acramental, or ceremonial exter- 
nal eatings whatſoever. For the kingdom 
of God is not meat and drink, but 
righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Gooft FT. 3 

And the bapti/m that ſaveth, is not the 
putting away the filth of the fleſh, but the 
anſwer of a good conſcience towards God &; 
which is the waſhing of regeneration, and 
the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ||. 

This baptiſm is the baptiſm of Chriſt, 
his ſpiritual baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt 
and ſpiritual fire of the divine Word, 


* John xviii. 36. + 1 Cor. viii. 8. + Rom. xiv. 17. 
§ 1 Pet, iii. 21, f| Tit, ti. 5. 


burning 


burning up the i impure, ſtuff. and combuſ- 
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tible things of ſin in our hearts, and 
waſhing them from the filth thereof; and 
18 contradiſtinguiſhed from the ceremo- 
nial waſhing of Fohn tbe Baptiſt, with 
water, even by John himſelf ;, who ſaid, J 


indeed baptis e you with water unto repent- 


ance z but be that cometh after me is mightier 


than I, whoſe ſhoes IT am not worthy to bear ; 


he ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and 


with fire, whoſe fan is in his — 74 and be 


ll thorougbly purge his floor,and gather his 


wheat into the garner: but he will burn 


the chaff with unguenchable fire*. I indeed 


have baptized you eit water, but be ſhall 
baptize you With the Holy. Gb +. For 
as in the commiſſion given by Chriſt to 
his apoſtles, Go teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in (or rather ne the name of 


the Father Son and Holy Ghoft t. Water is 


not mentioned, ſo it is very reaſonable 


to think, that water is not intended, 
fince as is juſt now proved that was not 
 Chrift's but Fohn's baptiſm; but that our 
Saviour intended his own ſpiritual bap- 
tiſm; which Dr. Dell undertakes to prove 


at Jarge in his Doctrine of Baptiſms, to 


to which I refer. And Dr. Gell in his 


= Mat, i 15,12. ; Mark i i. 8. 1 Mat. xxvili. 19. 
Remains 


. 


„ 
Remains, obſerves that the Chaldee word 
which our Lord uſed, bu, ſignifies to 
dip, as meat in ſauce. So that to ere 
(ſaith he) 7s to ſeaſon the ſoul with the doc- 
 trme of the Spa Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
Vol ii fol. | 
8 the lt Peter baptized the 
Gentiles; of whom it is ſaid, While Peter 
vet ſpake, theſe words, (1. e. words con- 
cerning Chriſt, and faith in him for the 
remiſſion of fins) the Holy Ghoſt fell on 
them which heard the Wee. * and Peter 
himſelf relates it thus, As I began to 
ſpeak, the Holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on us 
at the beginning : then remembered 1 the 
word of the Lord, how that he ſaid, John 
indeed baptized with water, but ye ſpall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſt F.. 
. ＋ he great apoſtle of the - Gentiles 
thanked God that he had made but very 
little uſe of water baptiſin ; from which 
it is evident, he did not take it to be in- 
tended in the command ||, but that it was 
a matter of meer compliance with a Jew- 
1h ceremony, both in him and the reſt 


of the apoſtles. For (fays he) Chrift ſent 


* AQs x. 44. + — Xi. 15, 16. {1 Cor. i. 14:16, 
| Mat. xxvili. 19. 
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me not to baptize, but to preach the 
Goſpel. 


ce 
c 
« 


The ever memorable Zales ſays, © Let 


us not deceive ourſelves, for neither 


is ceremony now, neither was /acrifice 


© then (that is before Chriſt came), ef- 


teemed neceſſary, neither was the com- 


mand of God concerning it, by thoſe 
to whom it was given, ever taken to be 


peremptory.' 


For proof of which he quotes Chry/o 97 


tom, and brings in David ſaying to God, 


4 


Thou requiredſi not ſacrifice, elſe would 
I have given it thee ; thou delighteſ} 
not in burnt-offerings : The ſacrifice of 
God is a broken ſpirit; a troubled and 
contrifte heart, O God, thou doſt not 
deſprſe. After the revolt (ſays he) of 
fereboam and the ten tribes from the 
houſe of David, there were many de- 
vout and religious perſons in Iſrael, and 
yet we find not that they uſed the out- 
ward form of worſhip which was com- 
manded. Elias and Elizeus, two great 
prophets in Iſrael, did they ever go up 
to Hieruſalem to worſhip? Obadiah a 
great courtier in King Abab's court, 
and one that feared the Lord exceed- 


in ing, 


. 
I * haghy, the ſeven thouſand which bowed 


' £ not their knees to Baal, when came 
they up to the Temple to offer? A thing 


* which doubtleſs they would have 


done, if they had underſtood the com- 
* mandment of God in that behalf, to 
© have been abſolute indeed.“ See his 
ſermon in his Golden Remains on theſe 
words, My kingdom ts not of this world. 
p. 203, 204. 

Dr. Gell ſays, That St. Paul told the 
* Galatians, that their ceremonial obſer- 
vations were weak and beggarly elements 


* ſtrengthen the ſoul with grace. And 


* (fays he) the ſame we may ſay of all 


ceremonies, in themſelves conſidered ; 


* whether they be, firſt, ſuch as the 
church enjoins; or, ſecondly, ſuch as 


they ob/erve who oppoſe them, and 

oppoſe the church in oppoſing them. 
In themſelves they are no other, whoſe 
only worth 1s in their ſerviceableneſs, 
and ſignification of better things; and, 
therefore, he that is taken with theſe, 
in themſelves conſidered, feeds, as it 
were, on the buſes and cba ind ne- 
glects the corn ; he admits, as it were, 


** Gal. iv. 9. | 5 | 
F 2 £ the 


* ſuch as could not nouriſh nor 
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-the diſh, and taſtes not of the meat: 


Theſe, in themſelves, are the mea? that 
periſh, vain and empty things, which 


ſhall not profit us in the latter end: 


The heart muſt be eſtabliſhed with grace, 
and not aith 7 a meat. Vol. I, 
fol. 348. 


y Obſerve then (ays he) wht eſteem 


the Spirit of God hath of a ceremonial 


worſhip; if reſted in, all ſuch ſervices, 


though God's own inflitutions, are old 
things: and ſhall we think that Chry/- 


tian ceremonies, if reſted in, are better? 
This was St. Paul's practice, and 


is and ought to be the duty of every i- 


n;ter, to warn the people committed 
to his charge, touching the nature of 
theſe old things, that they are ſuch, 


that they are tranſitory, and that they 
ought fo paſs away from ſuch as are 


new creatures. Vol. II. fol. 196. 


All the ceremonies in the world can- 
not adequately ſignify unto us heavenly 
things, but are at the beſt only ſhadows 


of them, as the Apoſtle calls them; 
like the painters firſt rude draught of a 
picture with a coal: and therefore as the 

adows are the longeſt at the riſing and 


© ſetting of the ſun, {0 are theſe ceremo- 


bo 


nial ſhadows. 


1 They 


e 
© They were longeſt in the riſing of 
the Fewiſh and Chriſtian Church; if 
« they ſhould grow long again, and we 
* repoſe truſt in them, it might be fear- 
ed (which God avert) the Church 
would ſet with them. Lid. 198. 
For be it granted (ſays he) though 
* theſe ceremonial old things preſerve 
the ſpiritual truth, as ſhells and ſins 
* preſerve the pulp and kernel, yet that's 
but till the fruit be ripe, and then theſe 
* are neglected and caſt ey: Ibid. 
foli 30. 
©. This reproves choſe who dote about 
© types and figures, and look not for the 
* fulfilling of them in themſelves by 
* .CRrHE. Ibid. 265. 
And Burnet in his ſecond letter to Law, 
fays, For even they ſtbe ſacraments) are 
not ſtrictly means of grace, nor docs 
our ſalvation abſolutely en upon 
4 Rem: Fey... 
st. Peter (lays he) entirely confirms 
* this notion of Baptiſm, 1 Epift. iii. 21. 
where he expreſly lays our ſalvation not 
on the outward fign, but on the inward 
* diſpoſition : Baptiſin (ſays he) doth alſo 
now fave us {nat the putting away the 


* filth of the Pf: but the enfeer of a 
F 3 7. | 


c 
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good conſcience towards God) by the re- 
* Hur resten of Jeſus Chriſt. P. 85. 


It was neceſlary (ſays he) that the 
Apoſtles ſhould be ſent to preach the 
goſpel to all nations, boptizing them, 
&c. But, that therefore it is ſtill ab- 
{olutely neceſſary to be baptized by one 
of a particular ſect, or ſucceſſion of 
men, does not in the leaſt follow; eſ- 
pecially conſidering, that no mention 
of this neceſſity, or even intention, is 
ever once made throughout all the 
writings, either of the Evangeliſis or of 
any of the Apoſtles. P. 166, 167. 
And ſpeaking of the Supper, he ſays, 
The effect of this prayer, (meaning 
what is called the prayer of conſecra— 
tion, page 42.) is not coNVERTING 
the bread and wine into means of grace, 
by a human benediction. CONVERTING 
is a term (ſays he) I can never hear with- 
out fearing that, by degrees, the old 
doctrine of ran abſlantidtien is to be 
ſtolen in upon us again; yet you (fays 
he to Law) ſeem to be particularly 
fond of it. But there is no ſuch Co- 
VERSION wrought by the prayer of 
conſecration, nor are there any means 

0 
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of grace there (ſays he) but the 4. pf. 7 
tion of the hearts. P. 43. | 

To which he adds afterwards, * Here 
is no immediate neceſſity of any Mi- 
nifter : and ſo we do not find expreſ- 
ſed any intention that there ſhould be 
any: our Saviour gives no commiſſion 
to any to be ſuch, as he did in Baptiſin; 
nor do the Apoſtles any where intimate 
that there ever was any ſuch uiniſter 
of this ſacrament in their time, or 
leave any directions about chuſing or 
appointing one to their followers, or ap- 
pointing any themſelves for this pur- 
poſe. P. 167, 168. 

And (ſays he) far be it from me, or 
from any chriſtian, to take upon us to 
judge or e e thoſe, who after 
ſuch a meaſure of induſtry in finding; 
truth, as human prudence and ordi- 
nary diſcretion, as Mr. Chilling worth 
| ſtates it, adviſes them to, do not and 
cannot fatisfy themſelves, that Chriſt 
has required the continuance of thoſe 
' outward actions which he never laid 
any ſtreſs upon, but as ſigns of inward 
good diſpoſitions. I dare the leſs do- 
this (lays he) when I obſerve what 
plain difference our Saviour himſelf has: 


by * placed: 


J k 
£7 
* 


1 
placed between the hing and the /in 


of it &; —— and farther, when I con- 
ſider, how ſmall a weight is laid on 
theſe TWO CEREMONIES of his own 


compariſon of the great weight which 
is there Jaid on matters of quite another 


of, and inſiſted upon, and how ſeldom 
the other. Though I confeſs, to thoſe 
who believe them to have been appornt- 
* ments of Chriſt's, deligned to continue 
to the end of the world, they become 


Chriſt is neceſſary to the /alvarion of 
* Chriſtians, but not for any thing in 
165. 
As the real and ſubſtantial Babtiſin of 


Chriſt, is a ſpiritual work in the ſoul, 4 


waſhing the heart from wickedneſs , a 
cleanſing within , a puriſying of the 


heart ||, a cieanjing Jrom all unrighieouſ-. 


neſs S, a being baptized by the Spirit q, 
which Spirit, therefore, muſt be turned 
_ unto in our hearts, minded, attended, 
depeuded upon, ſubmitted unto, and fol- 


* Mark xvi. 16. + Jer. iv. 14. 1 Mat. xxiii. 260. 


| Jam. iv. 8. Y 1 ſohn i. 9. J 1 Cor, Xii. 13. 


lowed 


inſtitution (ſays he) in the goſpel, in 


nature; how often the one is ſpoken 


neceſſary ; inſomuch as all obedzence to 


the ceremonies themſelves, P. 104, 
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lowed in his divine operations, as one 


that is come to do that in us, which men 


by all outward and ceremonial waſhings. 


could not do for us; as one that is come 
to make new creatures of us *, to create 
in us clean hearts , to give unto us a new 


heart, and put a new ſpirit within us 4; 


in a word, to make us ſons of God, and 


heirs of heaven; this is the Jpiritual 


Baptiſm of Chriſt, this is the initiating. 


ordinance to memberthip in Chriſt's 


church, to the immunities of his king- 
dom FI grace in this world, and the 


inconceivable joys and felicities of 


an eternal inheritance in heaven; ſo, 
the true and /prritual Supper of Chriſt, | 
is a feeding and partaking of food 
and nouriſhment from heaven, which 
they who are born from above, do receive 
from the immediate hand of God, in their 
waiting on him, and hungering and 


thirſting after it: he hears the cries of 


theſe panting ſouls, who being born not 


of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of 
the 4will of man, but of God &, cannot live 


upon, or be ſatisfied with, any thing that 
is of man, any thing that he can give; 


2 Cor. v. 17. + Pfal. Ii. 10. 
. Exek. xxxvi. 26. John i. 13. 
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any en ceremony, or any of the 
creatures; but God only, and the things 
which come immediately from him. 

Theſe are the ſouls Who have opened 
their hearts to the knocks of Chriſt; into 
whom he comes, and with whom he ſups, 
and they ſup with him*, Theſe partake of 
that delicious and ſatisfying feaſt of fat 
things, which God hath made in his boly 


mountain for all people: tis a feaſt that all 


are invited to, a feaſt ſufficient for all, 
and a feaſt that all who are born of God, 
of the incorruptible ſeed and word of God, 


and have longing and ardent deſires after, 
ſhall be ſatiated with. Hear the invita- 


tion and promiſe of God, Ho! every one 
that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and 
le that hath no money; come ye, buy and 
eat, yea, come buy wine and milk without 
money and without price. Wherefore do you 
ſpend money for that which 1s not bread? 
and your labour for that which ſatisfietb 


not ? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat 


ye that which 1s good, and let your ſoul de- 


light itſelf in fatneſs},. The Spirit and the 


Bride jay Come, and let bim that heareth 
ay Come, and let bim that 70 athirſl come, 


* Rev. iii. 20. t La. xxv. 6. 1155 . , 2. 


1 nd 


. 
| 


THE} 
and whoſoever will, let bim take the water- 
of life freely *. In the lajt day, that great 


day of the feaſt, Feſus Rood and cried, ſey- 


ing, If any man thirſt, let him come unto me 
and Fg He that believeth on me as the 
ſeripture hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall” 
flow rivers of living water: but this ſpake- 
be of the: Spirit, which * that believe 
on him ſhould receive . 

Then Teſus ſaid unto them, V. wrily, ve 
rily, I Jay unto you, except ye eat the fleſh: 


of the Son of Man, and armk his blood, ye 


have no life in you (you are dead as to the 
life of God in your ſouls). Whos eateth 
my fleſh and drinketh my blood hath eternal 
life (in the beginnings of it); and I will” 
raiſe him up at the laſt. day (to the full 


fruition of it): For my fleſh is meat indeed, 


and my blood is drink. indeed. He that eat- 


eth my fleſh and drinketh my blood, deelleth: 
in me and I in him:: which cannot be ſaid 
of any outward, ſacramental, or ceremo- 
nial eating and. drinking; becauſe all then,, 
howlſoever wicked, who partake thereof, 
would dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt in cham: 
a prepoſterous thought! As the living 
Father bath ſent me, and I live by the Fa- 


. 17. + John vii. 37, to 39. 
F 6 er 5, 


| 
„ 
| 
| 
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ther; fo he that eateth me even he ſhall live 
by me. This ts that bread which came down 

from heaven: not as your fathers did eat 
manna and are dead, he that eateth F this 
bread ſhall live for ever x. 

This is the food that nouriſheth up the 
ſoul to eternal life, which is not tied to 
any outward ceremonial eating, but is 
received by the faithful, when and where 
ſoever their ſouls are heartily breathing to 
God for it, under preparations meet for 
ſo ſublime a favour. Which Dr. Gell makes 
to be the end of the outward ceremony, 


 faying, © As often as ye eat this bread and 


* drink this cup, ye ſhew forth the Lord's 
death until be come. Why? He is with, 
« us always to the end of the world. Until 
he come therefore (ſays he) is until his 
life appear in us; for (adds he) our re- 
ceiving of the ſacrament is our profeſ- | 
ſion of conformity unto the Lord's 
death, until he come and live! in us. Vol. 
II. .. 68. ty e 
And as his coming and rig 1. in us may 
be, and is, witneſſed in the diſuſe of that 
ceremony; and the Apoſtle leaves it with 
ſo much indifference, ſaying only, as often 


a «a Ga 6 


* John vi. 53, to 58. 
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as ye eat this bread, Sc. and as this cere- 
mony has been made the occafion of much 


bloodſhed, and more quarrels and con- 


troverſtes, than perhaps any other thing 
beſides; and as it is not very likely that 


Chriſtians will be ever agreed about it; 
it may as juſtifiably be laid aſide, as the- 
brazen ſerpent made by Moſes at the com- 


mandment of God, was broken without 


any expreſs authority from him, upon the 
miſuſe of it; as God knows this cere- 


mony hath been, and is miſuſed by moſt 
churches, if not all, who are zealous for it. 
Some worſhipping of it, ſome knee]- 


ing to it, and yet making it a teſt for a 


worldly calling; and others too much 
reſting on it, expecting from it more than 
is to be found in it; it ſeems high time 
that men ſhould be called from the ſhadow: 
to the ſubſtance, from outward ceremo- 
nies to inward truth and purity, to ſeek 
Chriſt, where he is to be found; not in. 


figures and types, but in ſubſtance, in 


pure hearts, in ſanctified ſouls, in his own 
temple, The miniſter of the ſanctuary, 
and of the true tabernacle which the Lord 
pitched and not man that men may feel 


* Heb, viii. 2. 


his 
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his ineffable joys and fatisfying conſola- 
tions in their inward: man, having the 
| noble powers and capacities of their fouls _ 
_ enlightened, quickened and filled with. 
his luminous operative and intimate pre- 
lence... 


EMAP; Xt; 


Of the poffibility and Neceſſity of keeping. 
the Laws of God in this Life, by the. 
Aſſiſtance of ze Grace of God. 


0 believe that God hath given us a 
La to keep, which 1s cither in its 
own nature, or through means of our 
corruption, impoſſible by ſupernatural 
aid to be kept, 1s to believe very prepoſ- 
terouſly of God, and to caſt a very high 
and dithonourable reflection on his juſtice 
and goodneſs. To think that he hath 
given an mpoſſuble /aw to mankind, is to 
think he hath given them no law at all, 
becauſe ſuch a law can be no law to ra- 
tional creatures. An impoſſible law. is a 
foltecijm. A law that is impoſſible to be 
kept, is no law in itſelf, but muſt be 
void 
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void from the beginning; as being en- 


tirely contrary to the reaſon. and. nature 
of things. 


To think that the grace which is eome 
_ unto us by Jeſus Chriſt, is not ſufficient 
to purify and rectify our natures, and. 


enable us to keep his laws, ſince it was 
for our breach thereof that he died, and 
made atonement,.on the only and abſo- 


lute condition of our repentance. and. 


leading a new life; is to think very un- 


becomingly of his great undertaking for 
us, and to render him no Saviour at all. 
For if he be not a Saviour from fin, which. 
is and ever was the cauſe of God's wrath. 
towards men, his diſpleaſure with them 
muſt needs remain; ſince he is of more 
pure eyes. than to behold iniquity. The 
holineſs of his nature will not admit 


any unholy creature to abide with. him; 


and therefore as Adam when he broke the 
law of God, and defiled his heart, was 


driven from his holy preſence; ſo the 


heart muſt be cleanſed, and we mult 
return to obedience to God's law, before 


we can approach him, and enjoy his de- 
lightful preſence again. 
Por this end therefore, Teſus Chriſt 


gave himſelf jor us, that be might redeem 
- US 
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e 
us from all iniquity (not from the guilt 
of it only, but from the act, from the: 
thing itſelf) and purify unto himſelf a pecu- 
liar people gealous of good works*, He 


came o finiſh the tranſgreſſion, to make 
an end of fin, and to make reconciliation 


for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs . In a word, he came to 


ins) . And the beloved diſciple ſeems 
very fenſib le of this important truth; for 
ſays he, He that committeth ſin ts of the 
pf Jor the devil jinneth from the begin- 
ning. Hor this purpoſe (therefore adds 


might deftray the works of the devil S. 


creed of the kingdom of darknejs, to be- 
lieve the power of ſatan in us to be 


bondage unto fin and fatan in this life, 
connot be invented; nor more oppolite 
to the kingdom of God and its coming in 
the hearts of men. This is believing the 


* Tit. ii. 14, + Dan. ix. 24. 1 Mat. 1 . 
$ 1 John iii, 8. 


ſave his people from ther fins (not in their 


he) the Son of God was manifeſted, that he 


'Tis the firſt and capital article in the 


ſtronger in itſelf than the power of CHriſi 
in u5; a more direct doctrine to perpetual 


devil is almighty in us inſtead of God, and. 


has ; 


© - 669 2 
that Chriſt in us 1s not able to dethrone 
him, and caſt him out of the hearts 
of men: a doctrine contrary to that of 


our Saviour, who repreſents himſelf, and 


that very truly, to be fronger than the 
Arong man, who hath long kept the houſe; 


as one chat! is able to caſt "hin cut and. fpoit 


his goods*; and to that of the beloved 
_ diſciple, Who told the Chriſtians, greater 


rs be that is in you, han be bat is in the 


world . 


Ta ea ll upon men, to Goht l | 
againſt ſin and ſatan; and yet at the ſame 
time to tell them they cannot conquer, by 


any aid they can have in this life, but ſhall 
infallibly be conquered; is as great a diſ- 


couragement to Chr;/tians in the purſuit 


of virtue, as it would be to military men, 


to treat them after ſuch a manner, in 
their calling; contrary to the wiſdom 


and prudence of all commanders. 


*Tis rendering prayer to God, for help 


and Airength againſt. inward corruptions 
and vicious habits, vain and to no pur= 
poſe; and, in a word, ſtrikes at the very 
vitals and eſſence of religion, at the king- 


dom and dominion of Chriſt in the 8 


* Mat. xii. 29, Ls xi, 21, 22. + 1 John iv, & 
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of men: and is indeed a doctrine contrary 
to godlineſs and all goodneſs; which one 
would think could never have entered 
into the hearts of any men, but ſuch as 
would make a penny of the people's fins, 
and are themſelves immerged in impurity 
and darkneſs; ſuch as are ſtrangers to the 
life of God in their ſouls, ſuch as are ig- 
norant of the power of divine grace, and 
inſenſible of the efficacious operation of 
the divine Spirit in their own hearts, 
through neglect of attention to it, and 
dependancè upon it; and in a word, ſuch 
as have their heads filled with meer empty 
notions of God, without their hearts de- 
ing turned to him. 

For nothing can be more evident and 
plain, to a ſoul entered into the paths of 
virtue, than that God who hath begun 
this good work in them, is able to carry 
it on effectually, and compleat it; than 
that Chriſt who hath begun the w ork of 
holineſs in their ſouls, is able 70 perfett 
it*, to throughly purge his floor +, to ſave 
| them to the uttermoſt that come unto God 

by him t, to deliver them (entirely) from 
the bondege of corruption, and bring them 


® 2 Cor. vii. 1. + Mat. iii. 12. Þ Heb. vii. 25. 
| into 
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Into the glorious liberty of the children of 
God x. 

So that all the failures, miſcarriages, 
and evils which men fall into, who in 
the main may ſeek after virtue and eternal 
life, muſt be aſcribed to their want of 
watchfulneis, to their want of dwelling 
with God, to their want of due ſubjec- 
tion to the divine Spirit in their own 
hearts; and not to a neceſſity they are 
under of ſinning, not to want of power 
in the divine Grace, to fave them from 
it; but for want of their ſteady and con- 
ſtant adherence to that heavenly help; 

for want of application to God, 79 be 

Sirengthened with might by his Spirit in the 
inner man . Man muſt place his fins to 
his own account, and his /alvation from 
them to God's account : that God in all 
things may be glorified through Feſus Chriſt, 
to whom be praiſe and dominion for: ever 
and ever 1. 

Would men accuſtom themſelves to 
a daily and conſtant turning of their 
thoughts and minds from the external 
creation, from reſting in the things of 
this world; and attend the holy influence 


* "ERY Viii. 21. + Eph. iii. 16. t I Pet. iv. II. 
and 
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and operation of God in their own ſouls, 
they would by degrees feel a new heart 


created in them, a new and holy nature 


to be brought forth, and raiſed in their 
hearts; from which there would flow 
forth good thoughts and good actions as 
naturally as evil thoughts and actions do 
from a corrupt and evil nature. 


This 1 is the new birth. This is being 


born again. This is being born of God: F 


that bleſſed change of heart ſo often 
mentioned, and ſo carneſtly prefled in the 


holy ſcriptures ; but alas! 1 doubt, a 


little minded by mankind. 

This new heart will ſend forth a new 
life and conduct, and run the way of 
God's commandments * with great delight 
and pleaſureF: the yoke of Chriſt is eaſy 

to it, and his burden light I, his command- 
ments are not grievous to ith; but it is with 
ſuch a ſoul in good meaſure as it was with 
our Lord, it's meat to do the will of God ||. 


Such ſouls are delighted and overcome 
With the fruition of God, they partake of 
heavenly dainties, and are filted with Joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory ; they wart 


upon the Lord, and renew their firength ; 


* Pfal. cxix. 8 92. 143. Prov. iii. 17. 
1 Mat. xi. 30. 5 1 Joh v. 3. John iv. 34. 
2 Pet. i. 8. 


they 
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they mount up with wings as eagles, they 
run and are not weary, they walk and are 
not faint*; and the glorious Lord will be 
unto them à place of broad rivers and 


ſtreams ; to whom Chriſt will ſay, Eat 


O friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly O 
beloved . The divine ſenſation ſuch ſouls 
 willhave of God, will make them ſay to 

him, % love it better than wine &, in thy 


preſence 1s fullneſs of joy, at thy 4 a hand 


there are e for evermore 4. 


SOME TESTIMONIES of . 


authors to the poſſibr/ity and neceſſity of 
keeping the law of God in this life by 
the afi/tance of the grace of God. 


In the Golden Remains of the ever me- 


morable Hales, in his ſermon on Peter's 


fall, he ſays, For through the grace 


of him that doth enable us, we are 
ſtronger than he (the devil); and the 


* 


K „ „ 


hath to give the onſet. p. 135. 


Ae ith, St. Auſtin was of opinion 
© that it was poſſible for us, even in this 


*Ifa, xl, 31, xxx ii. 2 1. Cant. v. 1. 1-8 Ch. i. 2. 
1+ Pſal. xvi. 11. 


natural 


policy of chriſtian warfare hath as 
many means to beat back and 
defend, as the deepeſt reach of ſatan 
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© natural life, ſeconded by the grace of 


God, perfectly to accompliſh what 
the law requires at our hands. P. 136. 


In his ſermon on theſe words, I can do 


all things through Chriſt (that enableth or) 


which ſtrengtheneth hk, he faith, * Look, 


* what ſtrength we loſt i in Adam, that, 


with infinite advantage, is den in 


© Chrifi. Page 147. 


* Now (ſays he) what an error is it 5 
© j1n us Chriſtians, when we ſee the 


principal and captain ſins ſo eaſily van- 
* quithed, to think the common ſoldier, 
or leſſer ſort znvincible? For certain- 
I, if the greateſt fins be the weakeſt, 
the leſſer cannot be very ſtrong. P. 
I 50. 


q 


heed to my ways, he ſaith, Many learn- 


courſing of the weakneſſes of man's na- 
ture, of the difficulty, yea impoſſibility 


he) on the contrary ſide, ſhould J ſay 
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* Phil. iv. 13. 
e can 


On Pal. xxxix. 1. I faid 1 will take 


* ed men can delight themſelves in diſ- 


of keeping the laws of God. Again (faith 


that we are bound to take up this { dixt 
cuflodiam ) reſolution with David, but 
with reſeryation, that in this life we 
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can never be able to make it good; 
I do not ſee what I could do more to 
diſhearten, to deter men from enter- 
taining this leſſon of chriſtian reſolu- 
tion, which (above all leſſons in the 
world) I would have commended unto 
them. For what wiſe man will attempt 
that which he knows before hand to be 
impoſſible, p. 314. 

Is he bound, ſays he, to think it 
impoſſible: Shall he ſo diſcourage hin. 
ſelf from the happieſt experiment in the 
world? I know many men hold it im- 
poſſible, and live accordingly: but I 
would have all under my charge to 
bold it poſſible, and to live as ney meant 
to prove it. Page 319. 

R. Bacon, Ph. who collected and ſet 
in order Dr. Rob. Gell's Remains, ſays in 
the preface, That he, the ſaid Dr. Gell, 
„ before king Charles the firſt, 
on Epheſ/. iv. 10. at New-Market in the 
year 1631, a bold diſcourſe, yet becom- 
ing him, teſtifying before the king, that 
doctrine he taught to his life's end; 
the poſſibility, through grace, of keeping 
the law of God in this life. 
In above 200 ſeveral places of which 
collection 1 find the faid doctrine taught, 

and 
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and ſhall accordingly preſent the reader 
with a few inſtances thereof. iq 
Ol! what a world of people, (ſays Dr. 
* Gell) are tempted by the devil? What 

© a world believe the devil, that he is 
ſtronger to deſtroy, than the Lord Jeſus 
is to /ave: What a multitude are ready 
to ſtone Jeſbua and Caleb, and whoever 
are led of their ſpirit; who dare de- 
clare the Power of God and bis Spirit, 
and fay that they are well able to over- 
come and deſtroy ſatan, and tread him 
under their feet. Vol. I. fol. 18. 

* He who commands thee this duty, 
(ſays he) 7s the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life, the Wiſdom, the one Law giver, 
who knows what we are able to do, and 
therefore would not give us an zmpoſji- 
ble law. He is the power of God, he 
is ready to empower thee to all whate- 
ver he commands, only he requires that 
thou comply with him. 12d. 148. 
We pray (ſays he) and are here taught 
to pray, that God's will may be done on 
earth, and that ſo as it rs done in heaven; 
yet hold opinion that it cannot be % 
done on earth as it is done in heaven, Is 
it not evident, that the commandment 
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of the Lord is his will, * Is it not as 


manifeſt, that the Lord here Mat. vi. 


10.) teacheth us to pray, that that 
vill of the Lord may be done, and that 


on earth as it is done in Heaven? Is not 


therefore ſuch an opinion directly op- 


poſite unto the manifeſt and expreſt 


word of God? Can they who believe 
that the v1 of God is impaſſible ſo to 
be done, can they pray in faith? Do 
not they who teach that it is impoſſible 
that the will of God ſhould be 'fo done 


upon earth as it is done in heaven, do they 
not teach expreſly contrary to the word 


of God ? Do they not teach the doc- 
trine not of faith, but of unbelief? Can 
ſuch be accounted Miniſters of the G 
pel, who teach directly contrary to the 


Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt ? Ibid. 1 56. 


© They believe (ſays he) that the devil 

can make a perfect wicked man, but * 
they believe not that it is poſſible the 
Lord, whom they confeſs Omnipotent 

and Almighty, that he can make a man 


perfect. Do they not aſcribe more power 


to the devil than to God himſelf, Ii. 
239. 
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© © Our Lord (ſays he) the Wiſdom of 
God, and Righteouſnch of God, would 
* not give a law that is impoſſible, nor 
blame men for omitting and not fulfillin 
that which is zmpoſſible, and not feaſible 
to thera. 161d. 415. 
Wouldſt thou obey even to the death 
bol the croſs; love the Lord thy God 
„ (ſays he) with all thy heart: there is 
no commandment of God impoſſible to 
him that loves. 151d. 5 54. 
That it is poſſible (ſays he) through 
Chriſt to turn away from all our ſins; 
and that all iniquities ſhould be put, a- 
way from us®, that we ſhall be juſtified 
and clranſed from all fins, yea, all 
things, &c. this is no erroneous dectrine, 
but the very fame which was preached 
by the Evangel:/ts and Apoſiles : That 
Jeſus ſhould be fo called becauſe he 
ſhould fave his people from their finsF. 
That Jeſus is the Lamb of God that takes 
away the fins of the world :} That God 
hath ſent Jeſus to bleſs us, and to turn 
every one of us from our iniquitres : That 
this is the very ſame doctrine which 
the apoſtle preached in this text (Aci 
X1i1. 38, 39- .) when he faith, That by 
this Man, is preached unto us rem!{ion 
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of fins. Wherefore to teach men 
that remiſſion, and putting away of fins, 
and juſtification, and cleanſing from all 
ſins, is impoſſible in this life, through 


Chriſt, and not to be believed, is to 


teach men unbelięf; yea it is to teach 
deſpiſing of the great grace of God, to 


teach falſe accuſing of God and his 


ways; yea it is to teach apoſtacy, and 
revolt from God and his ways. Hence 
we may learn how to judge of the pre- 
ſent generation, who think it a thing 


altogether impoſhble, that fin ſhould be 


wholly put away, removed and turned 
from us, though it be promiſed to be 
done by Jeſus Chriſt. Ibid. 703. 

* No unclean thing ſhall enter by any 


means, ſays he, into the holy city*. 


There is no popiſh purgatory to cleanſe 


us, and purge us from the reliques of 
_uncleanneſs (which men ſay muſt be 


in us, while we live in this world)—T_ 


need not prove this to you ; therefore 
if ever we enter into the holy city, we 
muſt really, and not by imagination, 


and throughly be purged and cleanſed _ 


from fin in this life. Since we know 


this, Let us cleanſe our ſelves from all 


* Rev. xxi. 27. 
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; pollution both of fe ſh and ſpirit. Pal. ii. 
fol. 80. £ 
_ © Beloved, (ays he) to believe that God 
accepts Chriſt s ſufferings for us, fo 
that we need not ſuffer with him, and 
die with him to all our ſins, is to be- 
lieve a lie. Eid. 240. 
* What elſe do they mean (gays he) 
* who fay that it's impoſſible, but that of 
* neceſlity we muſt fin? Is not this to 
deny the r2/urretion from the death of 
"Ms; to the /fe of ris ghteouſneſs. Ib. 349. 
FJeſus Chrift (ſays he) is a perfeci Sa- 
viour, he ſaves us from every evil work, 
both that which otherwiſe we might 
ſuffer, and that which otherwiſe we 
might do. Firſt, That which otherwiſe 
we might ſuffer: this is the more to 
be noted, becauſe when we ſpeak of 
Chriſt as a Saviour, we do not com- 
monly apprehend him according to the 
largeneſs and amplitude of ſalvation, 
but confine his ſalvation unto this, or 
that as when we ſay he is our Saviour, 
and ſaves from our fns,—according to 
the Angel's etymology of his name. But 
when we inquire, from what he ſaves, 
though the Angel ſays from ins, we 
commoniy ſay, 2 ſaves us from that 
We 
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we molt fear, 1. e. puniſhment for fin: 


but punithment for fin, 1s not fin; if 
if he ſaves us from ſin, he faves from that 
which is the cauſe of puniſhment. He is 
able to ſave us 7 rd alas) to the ulter- 
moſt. Ibid. 406 
* If the Lord (fays he) deliver from 
every evil work, then may the people 
of the Lord, his believers, be faved and 
delivered from every fin. This is a 
ſtrong conſequence: à potentia ad actum 
non valet conſequentia: as becauſe Chriſt 
is able to /ave to the uttermoſt ; there- 


fore he will fo do: this though it be 


moſt true, as appears by many ſcrip- 
tures, yet the conſequence is not true: 


but when the apo/ile ſaid, that the Lord 


will deliver from every evil work, it un- 


doubtedly follows that believers may be * 


ſaved, and delivered from all and every 
evil work, and fin. Ab attu ad potens 


Ham valet conſeqentia: from the act which 


ts promiſed, to the power this follows un- 
 deniably. Ibid. 407. 


« Hence it is evident (ſays he) that 
they who believe not that the Lord is 
able to ſubdue all their ſpiritual ene- 
mies, and bring them into the heaven- 
ly Canaan, they are truly {aid to tempt 
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the Lord by their unbelief in the power 
of God. Lid. 667. 

And, ſays he, The /aw of the Lord is 

perfect, converting the ſoul, that is, the 
1 of the Lord is perfect in itſelf, and 
maketh others perfect, which, by the 
aſſiftance of the Holy Spirit, faſhion 
and conform their lives thereto. Did. 
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. © But, ſays he, we deſire not that God 


ſhould cleanſe us from all our unrighte- 
ouſneſs, though that be added;* we love 
that too well to part with it, and ſay it 
is impoſſible to be cleanſed from it 


and yet, ſays he, we have ſo much reli- 


gion, ſuch as it is, that it hath devoured 
all honeſty, truth, juſtice, faithfulneſs; 
we have ſo much of the imagined right- 
couſneſs of Chriſt, that it pays our debts 
for us, it feeds the hungry for us, it 
cloaths the naked for us, it relieves the 
oppreſſed, viſits the fick. In a word, 
we are ſo righteous by the imagined 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, that we can 
neither live ſober, nor chaſte, nor juſt, 


nor honeſt, nor merciful, nor true, nor 


faithful ; yet righteous all this while, 
by the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 


* John i i. 9. R 
« We 


E 

We have ſo tenter'd the righeouſneſs of 
Chriſt, that it ſerves to hide all our 
unrizhteouſneſs, our drunkenneſs, our 
whoredom, our lying, our cheating, 
our cozening, our oppreſſing, our 
unmercifulneſs; in a word, it is 
immadupepe xeias 2 mantle of religion to cover 
all our knavery. Ibid. 799. 

* Is there not, faith he, a promiſe of 
greater grace,* a ſupply of more help 
by the /econd Adam, than loſt by the 
firſt? Ibid. 803. I 
The word zcheis Salvation, ſays he, 
is conſiderable, either 1. in regard of 
the term @ quo, from ſin: thus it is a 
deliverance from the power of ſin and 
pollution of it, and puniſhment for it: 
or, 2. In reſpect of the term ad quem, 
the bringing of everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs, life and glory. We have both 
theſe together, 2 Tim. iv. 18. The Lord 

ſhall deliver me from every evil work, 
and ſhall preſerve me unto his everlaſiing 
Lingdom. Ibid, 807. 

* *Tis true indeed, ſays he, degrees 
there are of thoſe that are born of God, 
yet is there no degree ſo low, but 
hath with it an ability of reſiſting, and 
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8 not yielding to, and obeying the word, 
Thid. 819. 
But how is it poſſible for me, ſays he, 
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to overcome the world? This conceit 
of Impolſibility, O how it does blunt all 
endeavours, and weakens faith! See 
Notes on Cor. iii. 1. They could not en- 
ter in becauſe of Unbelief. pid. 827. 

And (fays he) how likely a thing it 
is, that this age ſhould afford many 
friends of God and Chriſt, it ap- 
pears by our opinion we have almoſt 
generally entertained throughout the 


whole Chriftian world, and more nota- 


bly among us; hat it is impoſſible to be 


a friend of Chrift. Is there any ſuch 


opinion? What elſe do we mean, when 


we ſay, it is impoſſible for us to do what- 
ſoever he commands us, which is the 


true and proper character and note of 
Chriſt's friends? * Now who but a mad- 
man or a fool will ever go about to do 


that which is impoſſible for him to do? 


or which be himſelf apprehends to be 


im poſfible, which is all one? id. 773. 


Dr. Hammond in his Paraphraſe and 


Annotations upon the New Teſtament, 


* John xv. 14. 
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on 1 Jobn iii. ſays And fo v. 5. when 
it is ſaid that Chrift appeared, that he 
might take away our fins, and that there 


is no fin in bim; it is evident that he 


came to take away our ads, as well as 


our habits; and that there was no a, 
as well as no Habit, of iin in him: and fo 
in all that follows, v. 6, 8, 9. &c. One 
act of fin is contrary to abiding in Chriſt, 
that is, to adhering to him, to ſeerng 
and 4nowrng, that is, to obeying him; 


one act is of, or from the devil, one act 


as contrary to that /eed, that purity, that 
principle of filiation, that is in. him, 
that is born.of God, and not only a habit 
of it What „dd ie O being born of 
God ſignifies, hath been noted, John 


i. note b, to have received ſome ſpecial 


influence from God, and by the help and 


power of that, to be raiſed to a pious 


life, agreeably nd. tx rd o He that 
hath been born of God, is literally he 


that hath had ſuch. a bleſſed change 


wrought in him, by the operation of 


' God's ſpirit in his heart, as to be tran/- 


lated from the power of darkneſs; , into 


the kingdom of. bis dear Son; transformed 
in the. pirit of his mind, that is, ſin- 
cerely changed from al evil to al good, 
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from obedience to the fleſh, Ge. to an 


© obedience to God. Fol. 831. 


Monro, in his Tuſt Meaſures, before 


quoted, ſays, So great is the goodne/ſ5 
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and benignity (of God) and fo perfect 


is the zu/tice of his nature, that he will 


not, cannot command imnpoſſibilities. 
Whatever he requires of mankind by 


way of duty, he enables them to per- 
form it: his grace prevents and affiſts 


their endeavours ; ſo that when they do 


not not comply with his injunctions, it 


is becauſe they will not employ the pow- 
er that he has given them, and which 
he is ready to zncreaſe and heighten up- 
on their dutiful improvement of what 
they have already received, and their 


ſerious application to him for more. 7. 


bim that bath ſhall be given. Part J. 


p- 59.1 


The merciful God (fays he) o be 


1 


— 
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« fible to be obeyed,” Lid. * | 


ſure will never enjoin us any taſes, but 
what he will afford us grace to per- 
form.“ Part III. p. 240. 
« Certain] y there are (ſays he) our r fleſh 
and blood, our corrupt nature and ſelf- 
love, that have ſubverted the Goſpel, 
repreſented the precepts. of it as impo/- 


Whatever 


Eo 
© Whatever heights 1 may have raiſed 

it (the neceſſary duty of religion, ſays 
he) up unto, they are ſuch as are war- 
* rantable, becauſe evidently founded on 
the doctrine of the Goſpel, which with- 
out doubt doth not oblige us to an 
thing that is en or e 
Ibid. 456. 
Since (ſays he) our bleſſed: Lord in 
delivering the Chriſtian. doctrine to 
* the world, intended that the excellent 
*- precepts of it ſhould be obeyed, it evi- 
« dently follows, that obedience to them is 
not impoſſible or impracticable. It were 
to be ſure very abturd, yea; even blaſ- 
phemous to aſſert, that our merciful 
HRedeemer, who ſufficiently underſtood. 
the infirmities and the weakneſs of 
* mankind; and who came to deliver 
them from the uneaſy yoke of the 
* Jewiſh ceremonies: on the one hand, 
and from the ſavage and inhuman rites 
of Gentiliſm on the other; ſhould him 
ſelf bind unſupportable burthens on his 
+. followers, and preſcribe them taſks that 
* they were not able to perform. 

Indeed were men left to themſelves, 
and if obedience to the precepts of the. 
Goſpel were required of them, in vir- 
3 © 2we:- 


„ 

tue of their natural abilities, now in 
this ſtate of degeneracy and corruption, 
where the power of vicious habits is ſo 
great, and the baits of manifold temp- 
tations ſo cunningly managed, by the 
great adverſary of ſouls, then they 
might juſtly cry out, Ch it is impoſſible 
to obey : but it is not ſo, we are under 
the Goſpel, which is the new law of 
grace, and which gives both the will 
and the deed, and which commands 
only, becauſe it r power to obey.” 
id. 8 1. | 
Though of ourſelves, and without 
bim (Chriſt, ſays he) we can do nothing. * 
yet with bim we can do all things; (and 
© then adds a little lower) why ſhould 
any duties frighten us, or ſeem impoſ#- 
Ble to us? and therefore our Lord had 
very good reaſon! to recommend the 

* precepts of the Goſpel to his followers, 
* as an eaſy yoke, and a /ight burden,+ 
to which allo his beloved difciple, St. 
Fobn, gives his ſuffrage, telling us, from 
his own. experience, no doubt, that 


* bis commandments. are not e. 'S 
Ibid. 82. 
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, To be ſhort (ſays he) ſince our 
© bleſſed Redeemer beth made obedience 
to the precepts of the Goſpel, to be as 
it were the very eſſence of his faithful 
followers, the certain evidence of true 
love to him, and the only undeceiving 
mark and character, that diſtinguiſhes 
them from the hypocritical and hollow- 
hearted, telling them at every time, 
Tf ye have me, keep my commandments. * 
He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me ;F 
If ye continue in my word, that is, in 
the obedience and practice of it, then 
are ye my diſciples indeed, and to the 
ſame purpoſe elſewhere, Ye are my 
* friends, 7 if ye do whatſoever I command 
you; & and fince, in fine, he expreſsly 
aſſures us, that they only who do the 
will of his Father, that is, who obey 
the precepts of the Goſpel, which in- 
deed are ſo many declarations of what 
God will have us to do, Hall enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven; it is to a de- 
monſtration evident, that to aſſert that 
*-(1t} 18, peo to obey. the Preps 
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be John xiv. 15. NPY xiv. 21. — vii. 13.—5 xv. 14. 
| Mat. vii. 21. 
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* of the Chriſtian religion, is all one 
* as to aſſert that it is impoſſible to be 
* a good Chriſtian, or to be ſaved.“ 
2058. 53; 04. 
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Tus CONCLUSION. 


x 9 conclude, Obedience to the impreſ- 
fron which God makes upon ſouls, of 
his will and mind; this is Religion and 
true Chriſtianity; this is the condut? that 
we ought to be found in, in order to be 
. happy here and hereafter. Tis not the 
ſubmitting ourſelves to the decrees, deter- 
minations, and dictates of fallible men; to 
the rites, ceremontes, and injunctions of 
men, in relation to exter nals; but a de- 
pending on and compliance with the inter- 
nal light, operations and injunctions of 
the divine Spirit in the ſoul; having the 
powers and capacities of the ſoul dilated 
and laid open to the influence of Heaven, 
by an upright application to God, and 
waiting on him with a mind ſequeſtered 
from this world, and viſible objects; with 
a mind and heart ſeeking the kingdom Y 
| Es 


(199 9 
' God and his righteouſneſs,* following Chrift 


in the regeneration, and doing woos forver 
be commandet h. . 

As every man muſt give account of Dink 
ſelf to God, & fo let every one of us ad- 
_ dreſs ourſelves to Him, his Son and 
Spirit, and hear what heiſpeaks i in us, by 
his bleſſed Spirit, and what he ſpeaks to 
us by his ſacred writings, the BIBLE. 
Let us frequently read 7heſe holy writings, 
and as frequently turn our minds to this 
holy Spirit; for as boly men of God, of old, 
14 or) Jpake them as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit; ſo men of God now 
can have no adequate knowledge of them, 
no knowledge of them which 1s divine 
and ſaving, by any other medium, but 
only the ſame ſpirit by which they were 
wrote; for as they are things of God, /o 
no man knows them but by the Spirit of 
God. ** 

Laying aſide therefore the power and 
prejudice we may have received by edu- 
cation and tradition, the vicious inclina- 
tions and habits of malice, guile, bypocriſy, 
envy and evil ſpeaking, let us, as new born 


babes, dejire the e milk of God's word 


* Mat. vi. 23- + Ax. 28. t John xv. 14. 
9 xiv. I2. 12 Vet. i. 21. ** Cor. ii. 11. 


(in 
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(in reſpect of what he dictates, both 


without us and within us) 7hat we may 


grow thereby, * that we may be fed and 


nouriſhed by him unto eternal life. For 


as our ſouls are ſpirits, and want ſpiritual 
ſuſtenance, ſo God alone is that. Spirit 


which can yield it to us, and beſtow upon 


us the heavenly viands; who can give 
unto us he true bread. from heaven ;F and 


let us not content ourſelves with any ſha- 


dows and figures of it; or any external or. 
bodily ſervice ;. for it is the labour of the 
mind, the hunger and thirſt of the ſoul, 

as influenced by the divine Spirit, that is 


the neceſſary work, and proper qualifica- 


tion for partaking of the meat which. en- 
dureth unto everlaſting life t. 

As mankind come into this 8 of. 
mind fo acceptable to God, and profita- 


ble to themſelves, from a true ſenſe of 
their ſpiritual wants, their cries and 
prayers, in and under the ad and power 


of his Spirit, will enter into the ears of 
the Almighty, and have. acce/5 to him, 
and meet with ſuitable.returns of comfort 


and ſupplies from bim. Here miniſters 


will have. the heavenly bread. to break to 
the People; they will not feed them with 


* Pet. 3 lie 2» + John vi. 32. * John vi. 27. 


buſhy 
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huſky notions, with dry and jejune di/- 
_ courſes, with human compoſitions, and 
words which man's wiſdom teacheth, "ur 
which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth*. 
As their miniſtry will ring from God, 
ſo it will /ead to God ; it will not bea 


dead, but living miniſtry ; it will reach to 


the Heart, and tend to raiſe it into a Au- 
ing ſenſe 97 God; it will not impede and 
hinder the /ouls of them who are breath- 
ing for a greater ſenſation of the 4% of 
GodF in themſelves, but will be a Furt be- 
rance and Help to them in that divme 
exerciſe ; and miniſters and hearers 1 
be made to drink into one Spiritt. They 
will all eat the ſame ſpiritual meat, and all 
drink the ſame ſpiritual drink ;|| and being 
fitly framed together, will grow into an 
Holy temple of the Lord. In which em- 
ple the Lord will dwell, and deligbt to do 
good to theſe ſouls who are thus fitly 
1 together in him. 

Such fouls will know beyond all he- 
ſitation, the certainty and reality of the 
exiſtence of the Deity. They will not 
only be convinced of that great truth, 
from clear deductions of reaſon and ſcrip- 
ture, but will feel and witneſs it, by 


* x Cor. ii. 13. + Eph. iv. 18. t 1 Cor, xii. 13. 
x. 37 4+ . ii. 21. 
ſuch 


; 6 
ſuch ſenſible tranſporting and delightful 


manifeſtations of God in their hearts, as 


will make them no more to doubt of his 


exiſtence, as Monro ſays, than they can 


doubt that the ſun ſhines, when, at mid- 
day, with open eyes, they fee his light, 


and feel his warming influences. 
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